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nation of the arguments of 
thoſe modern Philoſophers 
who arrogate to themſelves 
the honourable title of 

thinkers. He read t 1eir writ- 


ings; and, amazed ſometimes 
at their ſophiſtry, and ſome- 
times at the falſehood of their 
aſſertions, he gave vent to the 
warmth of a youthful. indig- 
nation, and committed his 
remarks to paper. Theſe were 
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dignation which he felt at 
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Twenty againſt the ſophiſtry 
that would deſtroy | the deareſt. 
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hope of his heart, the hope 0 
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in the lighteſt danger. When 


bee whos one earneſtly 


wiſhes, one eaſily believes, 
Yes, it is ſometimes ſo; but 
there are examples to the con- 
trary. An affectionate mo- 
ther who earneſtly wiſhes the 
recovery of her child, will, 

from that very earneſtneſs, be 
jealous of every ſymptom, and 
alarmed with the fear of death 


one earneſtly wiſhes for im- 
mortality, like the parent, 
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nure, and will view every 
moſt force, but often with a 
And thus, that anxiety, which 
when joined with a want of 
opportunity or capacity to ex- 


amine the ſubject, by firſt be- | 


getting a ſuſpicious alarm in 


all the writings of Voltaire. . 
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Tut arts of miſrepreſentation 
ö and infinuation ,and of alarming 
the uninſtructed, ſo eminently 
poſſeſſed 5y the infidel writers, 


cannot fail of their effect on 

the multitude. Without the 

4 ſtrong | impreſſion of ſome 
leading data, one muſt be loſt 
in the labyrinth of their va- 
rious reaſonings, and wander 

ö about like themſelves, in 
ſceptical giddineſs. But thelead- 
1 ing data are eafily.obtained. | 
The Creation diſcovers Deſi gin, | 
Deſign implies Intelligence; 4 
there i is therefore a Governing 
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INTRODUCTION. 
. 1 
Mind: This eaſy demonſtia- 


tion kept ever in view, with 


the only rational anſwer Of a 


queſtion which it leads to, will 
ſeeure every good heart and i in⸗ 
telligent capacity a ſafe paſſage 
through | all the windings and 


turnings, and all the gloſſes of 
infidelity. The queſtion here 


meant is, What is Man? c 
in other words, Whether or no 


18 human condition an impeach- 
ment of the wiſdom and good- 


neſs of the Author of Being * 
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To this grand queſtion there 


is no ſatisfactory anſwer to be 


found among the writers for 
Infidelity. The reſ alt 4s their 
whole arguments thus 
ſummed up by a diſtinguiſhed 
writer of the Party. The 
« whole,” (it is of Religion he 
is ſpeaking, - and Religion of 
every kind is No « other than an 
attempt to anſwer the above 
grand queſtion) bx The whole,” 

lays he, is a riddle, an 
6 enigma, : an inexplicable myſ- 

60 tery. Doubt , Uncertainty, ſuſ- 


e pence of judgment, appear 
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00 « this ſubje&. But ſuch is the | | 
cc frailty of human reaſon, and 
cc ſuch the irrefiſtible contagion. 
«6 © of opinion, that even this 
« deliberate doubt could ſcarce 
ee be upheld, did we not en- 
2 large our view, and oppoſing 
« one ſpecies of ſuperſtition to 
20 another, ſet them a quarrelling, 
cc while we ourſelves, during 
60 their fury and contention, 
Cc + happily make our eſcape i into ; 
ef the calm, though obs; 
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"hy theſe obitile r regions into 


which he means that the wiſe 
man will retire, nothing but de- 


liberate and fixed Sceptiſm « can 


be underſtood: And thus, having 


deſtroyed the belief of a future 
ſtate, becauſe ſome Religioniſts 
of all ages have talked ; non- 


ſenſe about it, no other anſwer 


to the grand queſtion remains 
but this, That human condi- N 
tion, where virtue is often to 
the laſt unrewarded, and vice 
unpuniſhed, is indeed an im- 


peachment of the wiſdom and | 
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Hide or to elk i. in the fag 
cal ſtyle, of the Power, what- 


ever it be, which' produced tlie 


ſtem of things. 


OrhzER anſwer than this, 


without. taking in the conſi- 


deration of a future ſtate, can 


never be given. He who ſends 
ſuffering virtue for its beſt com- 


fort to the obſcure regions of 
doubt, by the moſt certain in- 


ference aſcribes a want of in- 


telligence or of goodneſs to his 
Maker, and excludes n from 
the moral world. Yet w e have 
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only to open our eyes to behold 
the moſt aſtoniſhing demon- 
ſtrations of Intelligence every 
where ſtam ped on the natural 
world. He therefore Who 
would exclude this Intelligent 
Mind from the x moral world, is | 
infinitely more abſi urd than he 
iho would confeſs that the 
barren” deſerts of Libya were 
the work of Infinite Wiſdom, 
and yet at the ſame time 
aſſert that the fertile plains of . 
the Eaſt and Weſt were the for- 
tuitous offspring of, and only 
ſuſtained So” Blind Chance. 
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et we muſt be gravely told | 
that ſuch abſurd excluſion of 
the Deity from the moral world 
= is © the only reſult of our moſt 3 
. c accurate ſcrutiny concerning | 
ject; and i that it is 
| ce the frailty of human reaſon | 
| e that this deliberate doubt 3 I 
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| is not the period o. 
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C 1 Fl wiſh ed. 8 5 I : | | 
ſtray here angels 5 


ut neither have any devils 
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bed — them as howlin g around 
my couch. My horrors! I yet feel 
them a little; for I am not yet 
arrived at certainty. However, thanks 
to my fears, all is ſafe, —-I died kiſſing 2 
a a crucifix, and abſolved of my ſins by I 
- good Prieſt, —If Mohammed be the 
Prophet of God, I may at leaſt get in- 
to the ſecond or third heaven, for the 
praiſe: I have ſometimes beſtowed on 
his religion. — If the Bramins*and all 
the contradictory Moraliſts of the Eaſt 
be acceptable to God, then high is my 
place in heaven; for who has done 
- more than I to prove that every man 
' ſhould have a ſett of morals and a re- 
ligion of his own ? Yes, this ſurely is i 
the generous plan of Heaven: yet, 
thanks again to my fears, I am ſome- 


how pleaſed a 1 died a Chriſtan. 
But who comes here, ſmiling with ſelf⸗ 
ſatisfaction? By heaven, tis either 2 
viſionary Saint from a monaſtery, or a 
Bramin juſt eſcaped from the torture 
of his iron- neck- band. Ha, indeed, is ol 
it you, Rouſſeau "FEY 16 | 4 
ROUSSEAU. t | 4 
CHEARFUL and elated with my im- I 
mortality, I ſeek ſome virtuous angel 
* to conduct me to the Supreme. I have 
© juſt now riſen from a happy deatb-ũ ů „ 
edits good'® for the wnd hat! 
1 | was born! FFC 4 
| VOLTAIRE. _ | | 
In heaven already, Rouſſeau! Faith, + © 
= 1 ne er knew what you did to deſerve =” 
. For theſ modeſt ſentiments * Rouſſeau's ; * . 
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Ix mankind \ would not be happy, 
Wool not be wife, was it my fault? 
Have not I ſhewed them how to be 
happy and virtuous? And depraved as 
mankind are, I ſurely ſhall have ſome 
diſciples in the lateſt ages. 


VOLTAIRE. 


N ſo doubt your principles : are e well 
calculated to; make men happy ; wit⸗ 
neſs the bleſſed effects 


your own ſweet contented te 
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ROUSSERU. 


Wuar are voor d ſciples! The bur- 
ies of Virtue and every thing ſeri- 


ous. How abſurd are your pretences to 
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| capertiitions give of him : but to pour. 
| ridicule on him in an. abſtracted Philo- 
| fophical light, as you have done i in your 
| CANDIDE, what impiety! But I, ſee 
| your looks anticipate your puniſhment, 


| while yonder comes an "eg 200 me. 
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VOLTAIRE. . Tig. » 
'His looks, indeed, pronounce him 
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from heaven: but it is the ſoul of So- 
g 5 crates, and his eye is on me. Divine 5 5 
F Socrates! thou who brou ghteſt Philoſo- | 
4 phy from heaven to dwell with men, 

Shaft thou come to conduct me thither? 


Socha 5057; Ws 
VoLTAIRE, that is not my office. 

A few hours for recollection i is permit 
5 ted tothe ſoul after it leaves the body eee Y8 
| Gt 1s brought before the Judge, and 425 8 4 
1 Pmetimes it is allowed a much 1 8 . 


TY). 
abode i in this region of unjudged pi. 
ts. During this interval the Dead are 
4 allowed the converſation of one 
another. ; This i is now your ſituation. | 
| Coricern for my. brethren of mankind - 'L 
ſtill actuates my thoughts, and I am 
partly acquainted with the preſent ſtate 
of Ehilolophy i in the world, Many 
chings in it amaze me; and it is by a 
ſingular privilege that [ am permitted 
to have an hour's converſation with 
you, you who have been a leader i in 
modern Philoſophy, that, if poſſible, I 
may learn to account for what now | 
aſtoniſhes mm 


\ VOLTAIRE. dA 


erer fate, that I have ſo pn met 
the godlike Socrates ! But to fit me for 
confabulation, eaſe my mind at once, | 
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5 j talk-with you as a Philoſopher, and that 


or digreſſion. 


very eſſence of it; yet, amazing to me 


ad tell me your opinion of the Ch riſtian | 


iN 'To tell vou wh at I know for certain 
1 I am not permitted. My deſire was to 


deſire was granted, but no more. An- 
ſwer me, I conjure you, wien _ 


7 I am often at a loſs to conceive WY 

4 nature of your modern Philoſophy. 

5 When Locke was upon his death-bed; 
he wrote to Collins, - This life affords _ 

| ; | © no fold 22 but the conſci- 2 5 


1 « of another.” My Philoſophy has been BED 
E long admired, and this ſentence i is the ON 
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With all the contempt of ridicule, and 
pronounced unworthy of a Philoſopher 
by one who generally ſpeaks the ſenſe 
of your party. Explain to me how i is 


the hope of another life unvortfiy of 
a Philoſopher 8 


V 0 L TA IRE. 

Tir Philoſopher ſcorns to be duped 
either by the fears, or the hopes of 
- ſuperſtition.” He profeſſes the nobleſt 
. freedom of enquiry z and it is unwor- 
thy of him to aſſent by gueſs. He * 
mands demonſtration. 8 | 
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Tur metaphyſical doctrines of an 
after-life and a Providence are inca- 
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VO L P A IRE. | 

Tas Philoſopher is at had a ſceptic 
on theſe points, - He builds his . 


neſs on a ſurer foundation. 


SOCRATES.. 
On what foundation! 3 


VOLTAIR E. 
As the calamities of life are above 


his controul, his firſt care is to arm 
himſelf with a fortitude above being 


concerned at whatever may happen ; 
and bence his happineſs. 


8 O C RATE 8. 
TELL me, how would he Lane were 


his deareſt friend, the brother of his 
ſoul, fuddenly to fall dead at his feet ? ? 


VOLTAIRE, Y 
He may wiſh it had been PERL 
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to life, he will look on it as an acci- 
dent which he ought to have expect- 
ed, and will indulge himſelf in no fur- 
ther * 


S O C R A T E S. 

| From hence 1 perceive, that his 
fortitude is built on the extinction of 
the human paſſions; and that the hap- 
pineſs it acquires, is an en in- 
difference. Well, but ſuppoſe our 
Philoſopher on his own death-bed, 
what are his feelings when Death's | 
cold hand 1 is Ta him ? 


VOLTAIRE. 


Wirn the moſt perfect tranquillity | 
he knows he muſt die, his elements 


_ reſolve i into their kinds YI and he . 
= * were the e pretenees 0 of Toland. 
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complains no more of it than a tree 
does of being cut down, 


before I can admire his piety, I muſt 
be convinced of what he expects and | 
believes. The belief of an inviſible 2 
agency wants proof ſufficient for him, 4 
and the hopes and dread of futurity f: 
are unworthy of your Philoſopher.” _— 
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Has a Philoſopher any religion? 


5:4 Mace rim + 2 ca 2 Ho | 
E | n He adores the | 
Supreme — . 3 | 


[Hor p—lI know your flouriſhes; but 


For what then does he adore the Su. 


Fon the wonders of this glorious Une 8 : 


 yerſe—he worſhips almighty. Nature 
9 TD SO CR 1 


2 9 | 
WE 1 


| _” fib Rem. 5 
— 1 we n Ame pallim,! 3 


* 


* I 2 

5 5 . 
Is "in words, he admires * * a cer- 
tain wonderful Power, that by a kind 
of fatality made and ſupports the uni- 
verſe, but which has no intelligence 
of the moral world. Now what in- 
ende has this * his con- 


12 v OLTAIRE. | 
Tux idea of beauty + chears his ſoul, 


and confirms him in his favourite for 
titude. 449 


SOCRATES. _ 
| Waury it ſupport him in ſevere 
diſtreſs ? Suppoſe your Philoſopher re- 


This is a fair account of Shafteſbury” 5 I} 
apoſtrophe to the Creator or N ature, which, ac- 
cording to Newton 'sſentiments,is mere Atheiſm, 
Veneramur autem et colimus ob deminium. Deus e enim 
ſine dominio, providentia, et cauſs : finalibus, nibil 
aliud eff quam fatum et natura. Princi # Schol. 
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3 3 Y 
duced from affluence and health to the 

loweſt poverty and the ſevereſt pangs | | 
of diſeaſe. . e 


_ Hz would 1 it as unavoidable 


* 


late, and nobly would — 


2 2 eee oo. On 
Hol DI can bear you no longer. — = 
When one is wounded in the tendereſt 
part, on the death of a beloved friend, 1 
human Nature muſt feel, and bleed- | 
ing F. riendſhip will anxiouſly enquire, 
Where is now the partner of my 


foul?” And if the belief can in © 
thought follow the deceaſed. to a ſtate 
of happy exiſtence, the anguiſh Which 
Nature ſtirs in the boſom will then, = ; 
and then only, feel the relief 9 3 4 


a 
* 4; * 46 5 # 


to it its pain. A ray of penſiy 
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cency beams acroſs the mind, which 


now, arguing on its own feelings, 5 
builds a ſyſtem of divine Philoſophy 


on theſe inclinations which it finds i in- 


ter woven with the ſoul; and looking 
forward to its own departure from the 


body, encourages the joyful hope, fo 


dear, ſo acceptable to Nature, of yet 


again meeting its abſent companion, 
never more to be divided uy accident 


or Death. 5 
þ Or the BA * your Philoſo- 
pher $ whole ſum of perfection conſiſts 


in a total indifference to the acci- 
Tents of life, in doing unhallowed 
violence to his own feelings, and i in 
ſtiſling the affections and workings of 
Nature. His mind wraps itſelf up 
in an apathy, gloomy, hopeleſs 
and ——, the tranquillity of 


a brute. 


EIT ED 


| 15 J 
a brute. Nor is he leſs unamiable 
in the indifference with which he 
would fortify himſelf againſt the ap- 


= proaches of his own death. Every 


hope and fear of futurity which Na- 

ture whiſpers to the ſoul, he rejects 28 
deficient in proof, and unworthy of a 
Philoſopher: but that fortitude, brutal | 
as it is, which he boaſts to have ac- 
quired, is now found a deluſion. It 
was his principal care to extinguiſh 
and root out the affections and work - 


ings of Nature in purſuit of a forti- 
tude, which not being founded on the 
hopes and feelings of N ature, is in the 
Hour of diſtreſs unattainable. In the 
days of health and joy he may think 
he has attained it; and though he may 25 
have rendered his heart callous at the 
death of a friend, ”u at the approach 


N ft 16 1 
of his own, unleſs he is abſorbed 
in an unthinking Bupidity; inurl 
Nature will then plead her own cauſe, 
and painfully convince him, that ſhe 
cannot repoſe herſelf in the hopeleſs 
indifference and apathy of Philoſophy. 
Nor in death only does injured Nature 
aſſert her claim to be heard : in the 
horrors of poverty and in the torture 
of diſeaſe ſhe will ſeek relief; and in 
that breaſt where juſtice has been 
taught to hope no future reward, and 
villany to fear no tranſmundane puniſh- 05 : 
ment, the conſequence is certain; Na- 
ture will be heard. In the one caſe, | 
fraud will enſue; and in the other, the 
only refuge of your Philoſopher is 
ſelf· murder, an exit truly worthy of 
ſo deteſtable a character. Nor is it 
only injured Nature that will in theſe 
8 | " 
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for on | his A it can never 4 


proved a duty toſ fer, nor cen 
at the relief that can avoid detecti 

8b cn, Voltaire, ig che * of 
modern hiloſophy 1 have been able 
to C 15 from yours, from Boling- 5 x 
e ce the wr itings of your other 
Ihe” Joratudo it would at- 


. motives of virtue, and therefore 4 

has no claim to that love of i it, for 

Which Ras: are of Zeno [vers 
N . 


; 


* * 1441 


Bf you and your friends have 
ſometimes talked of immortality. —T 
know your writings are ne, con- 
tradiftory'; but will -# good ſentiment 


in one page; prove that you have not a 


Had one in the next? I know your 


modern Philoſophers have a method, 
which would have been deſpiſed by 


antiquity : After building 
with the utmoſt care, vou throw in 4 
few ſentences of a contrary tendency-; 
8 to theſe you loudly and abſurdly 
appeal as your true meaning, when the 
horrid conſequences wy your” te] 
are objected to you. ſtly, O Rouſe 
feau, have you pines the moderns 
as forming a ſelf. contradicto y ria 
ſter a fiend deſtruQive | to every gene⸗ 


rous ; feeling, to every \ virtue, and whic 
they dignify with the name of Phi 
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oDLIKE Socrates, turn not away 


© SOCRATES. 
Mx pity for the hopeleſs ſtate of 
Philofophy affects me with melan- 
choly ; I haſten away, to ſhake it off in 
the regions of the Bleſſed. Ex. Soc. +, 


| ' SoctaTEs, alas! has left us. Fe ©; 
other ſpirits draw near. Anxiety caſts 5 


a gloom over their piercing eyes. 


Enter JULIAN and PORPHYRY. WE 1 
bar b COR TAINED: nd ne! 1 
_ By ſome faculty yet nameleſs to __ | 


me, 1 know you, illuſtrious Emperor! — oy 
Modern times have done juſtice to your 
virtues, and. have reſcued your charac- 


ter from the aſperſions of the Galileans. 


"JULIAN. 

Bzroved Voltaire—but what have 
you done? Have you diſproved the 
account of my being groſsly addicted 
to ſorcery and divination ? 


VOLTAIRE- 2 


5855 2 No. N $* +: | . ; 2 ; 


Have you removed the diſgrace of 
my unfairneſs in prohibiting the chil- 
dren of Chriſtians to learn to read, or 
to ſtudy the liberal arts ? A 0s 


| VO L T AIRE. 
No — but our age deſpiſes Na- 


zianzen's account of your death, and 
gives entire credit to that of Am- 


at * 


mianus Marcellinus. | 50 a — 0 
JULIAN. ao 

I THANK your age for its indulgent 

biaſs. But how ſtands the contro- 


5 verſy a the Gelilenns i I haps 9 

6 A gloriouſly : many of our friends Wr Vs 

$ paſs this way. 

VOLTAIRE. 

InDuLGE me firſt, illuſtrious 1 

Was you rewarded or puniſhed for 

1 J attacks on Nazaritiim 7 -: O94: 

1 JULIAN!) 15: 6 

= MNreITHER as yet. We are ſtill in 

1 1 great uncertainty of its truth or falſity, 

„ and are deeply concerned in the iſſue. 7. 8 4 

F 7 Porphyry, Celſus, and many more f 2 

* us have yonder region appointed for 9 | 

Hh our reſidence. If the Nazarene was "ol I 

4 ; ” an Impoſtor, the Gods are indebted to . BY. 

8 Fus, and we have crowns in reſerve, : 

R 1 If he was not an Impoſtor— 1 

I PORPHYRY. 
ExovaGn,, O Julian — The purpoſe 

W our meeting n was to learn 
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with what new weapons Chriſtianity 
is now attacked. The weapons, we 


are told, are almoſt totally changed 
ſince our days. 


VOLTAIRE. 

Yes, and it was high time to change 
them; I wiſh your weapons had never 
been uſed. Chriſtianity now boaſts of 
your attacks as one of its cardinal 


proofs. 


n 
IN what inſtances ? ? 


VOLTALR Boy 5. 
You have confeſſed that the Gali- 
lean and the fiſherman Peter wrought. 


many miracles, and have abſurdly aſe 
cribed them to magic. 


_ PORPHYRY. EM 
:'To deny the miracles was in our 


- ay * the en, of them 


| en 2 


N 


3 * 


hand bore us down... Magie 


. was in our days believed in, and to that 
we aſcribed the miracles which 1 5 
ſelves were convinced had happened. 
N v OL Þ At RE. oi DNS | 
a ANp magic being now univerſally | 
: E you are become witneſſes 
to Chriſtianity, 5 wr 
inen ee 
| JU LIAN. 
| BuT how does 2 
J manage this part. & 2 
; 4 : en * 01 Ta I RE. 5 5 
| WäͥEA aſſert, thata n mitäcle n 1 ever was, 
| or can he wrought. g gttiod eslo 
tl) 3b eU Ne, tf | 
Wuarr l has the Deity no power tp 


work a miracle? or are there no cir- 
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N which it would 4 N 
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— give one ? 


19 2/0 OP TATIRE:” : 
Ws ſometimes wave 12 argument, 


- 


and ſometimes deny _—_ 
1 
Wrrr, if theſe weapons ſucceed, 

the world is but little improved in wiſ⸗ 

dom ſince our days. . 

 VOLFAFRE. 

'T we aflert; beſides, that a miracle 

is incapable of prof. 


vt 


de What can we reaſon but from what we know?” 
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And we have! no * Experience of mira- 
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cles being wrought. 5 
PORPHYRY. 
, Bur by what miracle was it that ſo 


£4 * + 
* 
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many people imagined they faw | 


„ 


f. , f ay 


IS. 


LY This i is H— s Principal argum 


W 3 
ROUSSEAU. 

Ar L.] me a moment. 1 10 t 
have done & ſuch ſeeming miracles as 
aſtoniſhed a whole country-fair. Had 
I lived among the old Hebrews, I 
could have exceeded Elijah, or any of 
| "oy n. 

; JULTAN. - 

Tur inference you would draw 

may do well enough where people 

do not compare and examine: but 

Will a fellow's £ wallowin g fire, and 

9 f ſpueing needles and ribbands, light- 
| ing a candle with the point "of a 

. knife, and making a walking-ſtick : 
2 dance; - ſuch. miracles as you;,Ronſ. . + 
beau, - boaſt to have performed 


* 250 Rouſſeau's Third Letter from the 


| ann. Trap 515 oils | 
| will . 
4 
8 : 
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1 23 
will theſe bear a compariſon with the 
. Galilean's giving fight to the blind, and 
raiſing the dead to life? I loſe | patience 
with you our cauſe is injured Ry 
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your nonſenſe. e ee hs 


- , 
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FFF 
Vor ran, your anſwer” to my 
queſtion. By what miracle did ſo 
many people imagine they ſaw the 
miracles of Chriſt? : 
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und ite ra ah 4 


VOLTAIRE, 10 Ol, 


h 1 0] be deceived Is no unco mn 
! e oh x: wad 


POR BRIAN. 5 

Hur it was impoſſible the Apoſtles 
could be deceived in- the many inſtan- 
ces, whether a man was a leper or 
5 lame. or whether he was next mo 
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e red and reſtored” 16 frength' nd 
1d | Aivity.” etz eg 214} bs 2 RON 1 
CC — Sctic 19 10910 1053; hot n 
y up BUR e 
' Bur 1 have proved that it requires a 
_ perfect knowledge i in Nature, ſuch as 
1 perhaps was never attained, before one 
can pronounce that what aſtoniſhes us 
ſo {Wis is truly a miracle, : 
1 JULIAN. 1 
| " Youn * muſt have FRE full oh; : 
| the tricks of a Jugmer: when you ſaid . 
n Wo. It indeed requires knowledge! an” 7 
Eq N atural Philoſophy to know whether 
a 4 lighting a candle with the point of a 
6 knife, and the other chymical feats you 
have mentioned, be tri or miracle: 
but nothing is more inapplicable to 
r the caſe of the Apoſtles; they Were per- 
| E e of almoſt every miracle 
| . 


| 
| 
Ll 


they ſaw, which, were an appeal to 


Tf J 


the ſenſes of the plaineſt man; and : 


till the world can diſcover | ſome pro- 


perty in Nature that will give inſtant 
ſight to the blind and life to the dead, 
to talk of the little tricks of chymiſtry | 
in compariſon of the miracles of you, 
is equally childiſh and — 203 ; 


PO R p H * R v. 
vor raixx, your further we to 
bu. queſtion. ” e ao 
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vobTAIRE. Ty 1 
IxT ERST ED views, ſuch as to head 
a party, have Prater TAY bold af. =P 


ſertions. N ; 7 
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2 PORPHYRx. og, 
nc but the deſign of Gs Mi aſs' 


ſertor is to obtain ſome advantages, 


which muſt * to him by that 


c K. 


—= 


means 2 


[ 29. 1 
means attainable, when he hazards tlie 
falſe aflertion : but it is hard to prove 
that any worldly advantage could ap- 
pear attainable to the Apoſtles. On 
the contrary, torture and death was 


every day the conſequence of publiſh- 
ing their aſſertions; ; and theſe conſe- 


quences were often expreſsly fore 
told by their Maſter. Human Na- 


ture cannot act without motive, and 


S the Apoſtles, muſt have had ſome ad- 
Vantage in view: but it is hard to 


prove on the principles of human 
action what that advanta ge Was, unleſs 
it conſiſted of FE hopes in the favour 
of the Deity, a hope intirely i incom- 
: patible with a conſcience of their own 

fraud. That they believed their own 
aſſertions 85 they gave the greateſt proofs 


2 that men could; give. They braved 
3 1 


i 7 
wh. | . RH 
, 4 " 6 
hs 
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3 1 
everything Jreadful to human nature in 


proſecuting their deſire to communicate 
to mankind, what they eſteemed a 


bleſſing to themſelves. How, 1 ay, do 


-you account for this greateſt of all mi- 
racles, that ſo many men ſo firmly be- 
N they ſaw the miracles of Jeſus ? 


VOLTAIRE: 


Wurx we are hard urged'by our ad- 
verſaries, we tell them plainly, that if 
the whole * En glich nation had afferted 
chat Queen Elizabeth had returned fo 
life after being. dead and buried, 


were reſolved not to believe i it. 
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JULIAN, 3 


Ayn HAPPY argument truly! t to ſhift 


che ſuppoſition from a caſe which car- 
ries the appearance of the greateſt 


* *H—— 5 A on Miracles 
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ms. 
| benevolence of the Deity, to a caſe. 
| that could have no. utility in it at 
all. | 


'VOLTAIRE. 

| SHAFTESBURY, A Philoſopher who 

| would have reflected honour on the 

Porch, Shafteſbury generoufly gives up 

. the evidence of miracle, becauſe, 12 9 
he, Ku Long ng ys Wait f to it. 
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neg IULTAN: 


SHAFTESBURY is very Weg But 


will Reaſon | demand this conceſ- 
fion? Bein Hit il} 6 B 3-8 
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\Y:OLTAIRE. 


My md of Hiſtory will not 
only ſhew che reaſonableneſs, but the 
neceſſity of the conceſſion. : er 8 iA 
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| ſhould have ſaid. 
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Vovn Philoſophy of Romance, * 


Duicguid rg mendax 
Hudet i in hi iftoria- | 


and e even Varillas are nothing. to um 


 PORPHYRY. 
An unhappy: truth has ſlipt fm : 

our- ingenious friend Middleton. of 

| there had never been a true miracle, 85 

| the world, fays he, had never heard | 
ſo many ſtories of falſe ones. Baſe Ml 1 
coin is a ſure proof that there is ſuch Ml + 

a thing as the ſterling; and if the 

| Chriſtians would take the advice * of 
their Maſter, and judge of opinions as 
carefully as bankers diſtinguiſh the good 1 
why Tiveobs Sauer rametlra, rd py ys; 0 : 
Ni,, 15 J xaxdy aN. A * X 
of Chriſt preſerved by Origen, t 


2 bY Ec 3 


Z po. - 7 TP Wm 


tw 1 


coin from the bad, in place of giving up 
the evidence of miracles, becauſe every 
Religion pretends to it, they might from 


that circumſtance, from a comparative 
view of their own miracles and thoſe 
| of others, produce ſuch arguments as 
would Kagger 't the beſt wits of our 


Ry „ 0 


JULIAN., 
How ridiculous did the F of 


anthony; appear, when they compared 
the miracles of Apollonius "TOW, 


with thoſe of the Galilean! 7 


% 


ROUSSEAU. 1 


; : 1 HE miracles of Apollonius cannot 
fall under the cenſure you have paſled 


on mine. They were no chymical 


tricks: : he cured the blind—he . 
the dead— | =. 
. wat TS . 3 12323 


Z 


4T 36] 


PORPAYRY. 


ry * Philoſtratus, his hitocan, fays, 
But who told him ſo? Severus“ 8 wife 
told him, he informs his reader; and 
ſhe lived about one hundred years after 


writer's deſign i is too thin to eſcape un- 
detected: the miracles he aſcribes to his 
| hero are evidently copied from thoſe 

of the Goſpel ; ſo evident, that he has 
even & uſed the words of Luke. But 
1 Philoſtratus was Willing to ſupply 
the Pagan diſputants with a ſett of mi- 
racles as wonderful as thoſe of the 
Chriſtians, Apollonius s other biſtorian, 
Mæragenes, who wrote long before 
Phitaſtratus, had no ſuch deſigu; for 
he makes his hero no more than a 
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R OUSSE AU. 100 * 
Bur if the miracle- workers of 


P; agan antiquity were no better than a 
ſett of gypfies, modern times can 
produce miracles of the moſt aſtogiſh- 


ing kind, and atteſted with all the 
2 of Aue but which in the 


4 IIIA 

"Ga sus, a few days ago, repeated 
with great pleaſure ſame | ſentences, 
to this purpoſe, . from a living Phi- 


loſopher;.. ſentences. full of the moſt 
confident triumph over every pretence 


do miracle. You, Porphyry, was with 
bim; Ape was ſo deeply engaged in 
— 9 2 a ai. 


L 36 q 


2 di ſpate with the teſty Jerome; that 133 
could not then attend to, nor \partake = 
of, OY joy. 30 cf Fs ks 
C 
PORPH * R V. 60 
vo would have found little cauſe 2 
of joy: — you would have been amazed 4 
at the falſehood and impudenice « of 27 
theſe ſe triumphant aſſertions. FITS = 1 
e 114 N. * 
Br parycular.. ES FIR "Tm Yy 
PORPHYRY. 

| Turv are from the ſame Philo- 
ſopher who ſo ingeniouſly ſuppoſes = 
the reſurrection of queen Elizabeth. 
Aſter having denied the poſſibility ef 
miracles, he proceeds to ſome inſtances a 
of pretended ones, wrought” in the 77 
3 age, in the midſt of Paris, and W anc 
; het ns atteſted, 8 


@ | 


E * 1 
atteſted, he ys, in the frqageſ man- 


„ 


one! impoſſibility 17 every A 


can invalidate their proof. The 


ce Jeſuits,” he fays, ec a learned body, 


« ſupported by the civil magiſtrate, | 
. and determined enemies to thoſe 
opinions in whole favour the miracles 
« are ſaid to have. been wrought, were 
<« never able d refute or de- 
« tect nd 5 Es 
e Ho "VOLT WIRE, 
"A'30L affertion! race 3 
* 0 R P H Y R Y. 


Bur even falſer than bold. F raud 
and impoſture were in ſeveral, in many 


N 


inſtances, fully and diſtinctiy +: de- 


— Eſſay on Miracles. | 


+ In the caſes of F aques Laurent Menedrieur, | 
| Jean Nivet, Laleu, Anne Cue, Anne l Franc, 


5 _ others. 188 | 
wh go 4512 tected, 


1 1 kd I | 1 y | 


. 1 
tected; and in [ove even by the confeſ- 


fon afthopittieb*iticmitives, who were 


Aid (0'be Et ben by che Abbe de Paris. 


119013 9! 18 ai 63 

JULIAN. iT 6 

To vapour away that Hops were. ne- 
ver refuted, is a kind of literary felony;: 


and dares. a modern Philoſopher thus 


to abuſe the publick hand be e 7 


to e 


Wirn the utmoſt ak of of wil 


our Philoſopher + adviſes: the -Chtiſ- 


tians, that . if they, be wiſe, they had 


better adopt the miracles of the 


6 * Abbe de Paris; 3; AS being more Wor- 
ec thy a thouſand times, than all the 
« reſt off their collection. 23 


Wuar deli um is this! 2 5 ; 11 4: 


* The dieur t Deuls, the widow do Lenne, &e. . 
a Foe iS 4 + Ely on caries. N 


or 


E 


VOLTAIRE. 
ARE not you too vehement, good 


Forhery Eli cue Phitobphbiert r 
merits no ſuch contempt as you would * 


| yy upon him. 
8 PORPHYK 


| "ons TEL with | joy, 
Cells and 1 heard his triumph over the 


pretences to miracle; and wilbful to be 5 

convincedof thejuſtice ofit, we conſulted 
5 the Archbiſhop of , Sens and . de 
Montgeron, the. two beſt maſters of the 
© 


| ſubject of the Abbe de Paris ?- —But 
alas! 6 our 27 Was ſoon ſucceeded wich | 


„% ˙— ꝗ EE cz. 


4 . —— 3 6 ' - Ak: 3 4 1 
— het 


10 68 vorralxf- : 261). [1 


"Mu. Hu ig! 
; Eon rom; if 


l 
_ 
* 1 
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PORPHYRY. 
' + WHAT other excuſe can you leave 
him? Nothing but the enthuſiaſm of 
Bigotry could have betrayed him 
into ſuch glaring abſurdities. The 
Archbiſhop of Sens has proved that 
many of the Abbe' 0 pretended mira- 
cles were fully detected and refuted; 
and hin ind the zealous devotce of 


En LEY £ 


: has. given the cleareſt proof chat 85 
cannot eyen bear a compariſon with 
the miracles recorded! in the Evangile. 
In theſe the cure was inſtant ; the 
Lame, leapt, the, Blind faw, and the 
Dead aroſe, inſtant as the flaſh of the 
lightning, at the word of the Galilean. 
In the deſpicable miracles of the 
Abbe de Paris, Get ieren 1 Mont- 


402 1 61 geron, 


ay 


1 

geron, his fanatic admirer, has told us, 
that not only days, but weeks, nay 

e 

_ months intervened between the firſt 


f application and the relief received. | 
- Multitudes received no benefit ; and 
- thoſe who did, uſed medicines, and 
N the cure was imperfect. This Mont- 
. geron fairly acknowledges: and his 
4 account of the facts has convinced me, 
f that the cure of - thoſe who did receive 
» WW a partial benefit at the Tomb of the 
| Saint, can be fairly accounted for 
a a by natural cauſes —Alasl how unwor- 
chy of a Scholar and a Philoſopher i is 


a it even to mention the miracles of the 3 
Abbe de Paris, in compariſon with 2M 
| thoſe Gn to the ane And 9 


FS. * 
f q} ” g a 
. 2 ö 


10 * See a 13 5 ſenſible treatiſe called ! che . Cri 


4. * 


 Ffion, « or Miracles examined. 
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what' blindneſs of ' bigotry to prefer 


1 tan). 


them to thoſe, or to think that ſach 


preference will eſcape i its raked con- 
_ 18 i 4 5 


By r how were our cauſe bettered, 


if the miracles of the Abbe were really 
as ſtrongly authenticated as this mo- 
dern aſſures 1 us they! are. 


11 1. PORPHYRY, © al 


F 


Ir were every thing for us. Here 


are miracles moſt ſtrongly authenti- 
-cated ; and yet all the world knows, 
that an order from the king of Fra 
and 4 wall built round thie tomb of the 


Saint, put a final cloſe to the impotture; 
and our Philoſopher” has given the 
hint. that had the inferior miracles of 

95 the 1 


[4] 
the Gospel met ſo proper a check, the 


world would never mote Have heard 
of them. „ Blinds ton Bl. 


JoLA. 
Az ix indeed]! Can we charge 
this Philoſopher Ih! W Has 


he read ae Hine sis 
PORPHYRY. 
„Hr Ms. 
| JULIAN.” ris 


"wy wherein then RAY 
ſtand to a worſe account than that of 
ignorance. The bars and walls of 


priſons, and all the threatening decrees | 


of Princes, ay, and the execution of 


their Tverelt threats, could not im- : 
pede the miracles of the Goſpel My 6 


foul trembles at the thought—I ay 


: * 4 7 * 1 
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* 1 5 . % 

7 $55 , : 
. 4%. ; 
— 


3 * ia, | 
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elf, che maſter of the world, could 
not falſify the Predictions of the Ga- 
lean, could not rebuild the Tem- 


ple of Jeruſalem *. 


-PORPHYRY.- 
— what other weapons 
do you attack Chriſtianity ? Dag 


© VOLTAIRE. 
Wr have one with a million of 
edges ; our Criticiſm ; by which we 
expoſe any particular paſſage we 
pleaſe, of the Volume Which the 


| ſuperſtitious | receive as the book of 
God: 57) 3 LEES? . ps ; 9111 118 Dit 4.44% & 


9 1 : ** £5 * 4 5818 25 : . 10 
. » See Warburtop' 8 treatiſe. on Julian's arte, 
where this event is groved by every criterion. : 
** hiſtorical wear 4h N 
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A PRETTY device to blind the mul- 
titude ! But the information, O Vol- 
taire, which will give us joy, is to ac- 
quaint us of any argument againſt 
Chriſtianity that has Truth and true 


Philoſophy on its fide. Common 


honeſty and candour will demand a 


fair trial to the books held facred ; and 
5 to a fair trial their advocates have al- 


ways. triumphantly appealed. Por- 
| phyry did no good to our cauſe, when 


he challenged the antiquity, of the 


book of Daniel. e 


P 
1 8 — * 4 1,7” F * P% + th 4 
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VOLTAIRE | 2173 


855 55 Porphyry had el this 
te moſt antient Hebrew ſtories were 


SO: fictions borrowed from the 
- 3 


£5” 
fables of the Greeks, ha would have 
done ſomething.  . ./ { 


» 1331 


P 4 


en 


hy I GLEXIRE.” 


4 [$6 2 | 


A CER TAIN proof i in one 3 5s 
a preſumption for the reſt. Thus * 


2 a 


to conſult a "Pythopeb, (we . the 
very word in the text) a Prieſteſs of 7 


Apollo, gives a certain proof from 
hence be! is ſpinning his fable; ; and 
"from thence we - -conclude, that the 
other ſtories of Samſon, and the fa- 
crifice of Jephthah' 8 daughter, were 
borrowed from the fables of Hercules 
and the ae of e 


* 
wk + =. "3 44% ( ES TIED 1k 2% Saf 4 


| Aas, | "Voltaire, your . 
falls to 1 2 1 There is no ſuch 


Papi ee, on We pi 


in the Vulgate or Septuagint has hur- 
ried you on, and you have given the 


Chriſtians a tries ph over Ae ma- 
lice. 1 Vi99: 


tr 


"YOLTA] RE. ; 
Bor M. F reret * has done greatly : 


he ſevels the whole fabrick. at once. 
The New Teſtament ; is all a forgery, 


he ſays, contrived about Conſtantine” D 
time, never once mentioned N 0 
178 e writers. N g 


* 


W "JULIAN. | | 
Ame falſchood ! 1 * myſelf 
have given teſtimony to ſome of its 


-* Secretary to the Society at Berlin,” FOG 19 
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books ris written NE the Apoſtles *; 
Its forgery in my Uncle's age had 
never eſcaped undetected by me, 
Who muſt have been in the ſecret, 
from my connections with the leaders 
IJ of the Church. Long ere Conſtan- 
tine lived, it was a thouſand times 
cited, as the rule of Faith, by the 
earlieſt Fathers. I had lately a long 
diſcourſe with Lardner: $ the autho- 
rities he has 1 reflect diſgrace 
on Freret: 99 | 


& 1 


* St. John i in particular. 


'4 He had received Deacon's orders, and had 
been pupil to ſome of the * eminent 8. 
 thers of his age. | 


§ Beſides Lardner, Whitby, 1 Pitle- 
mont, Le Clerc, and Lipſienſis, have put this 
ſubject beyond all poſſibility of doubt; the 
latter of whom treats the arguments lately 
adopted by F reret as the moſt Mireratqefs all 
cavils. 


* 


JD: 


umph of Nazaritiſm to drive its oppo- 
nents to a ſyltem _ Virtue: and 
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 INDIGNATION fires. me. Our cauſe 
in the hands of blockheads. 


But what other arguments do you 


bring againſt rr ? 


2 IS 


We "oy a e 4 philoſophica 
arguments : the principal one, that 


the immortality it pro . 1dly © boaſts 
to have brou ght to light is all a delu- 


ſion. 
LI 
— 1 > = — 2 — 
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Hut? nan hoo „ Al 
IMMORTALITY is the with of Na- 


ture; a wiſh that will always be dear 


to the virtuous boſom. It is the tri- 25 


101 1 2 


59 * 


N: ature. 


And. 2 JULIAN. 
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\ . 30 an 
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_ what ys . ver offer for 
your favourite MANO: the monty 
of the mind ? 43411 . 


N r 

n modern Cæſuar affects, fink the 
| great Shafteſbury ſaid it before him) 
| that as men did not think before they 
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k * 0 * . 
1 dert Wenne e 
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PORPHYRY. 


boy Of-#1 12 15 


On excellent! Acreature cannot b 
immortal for this good reaſon, 0 


* 


P i 
2 


oe de bibel A 27 
Comment avant que je fuſſe, il n'avoit point pensée, 0 
De meme après ma mort, quand toutes gs parties | 4 

Par la corruption feront anheantles, 5 ies "RY "* 
Par un W 1877 no 


* 
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* e uh 
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2 3 


pw he is a creature, 3 be did 


not always exiſt, Shame on your 


modern Philoſophy! it begins with 


demanding demonſtration for evety 


thing it is willing to oppoſe, and ends 


with ſupporting its own ſcheme 


with nothing. better thao: a round 


aſſertion. 


TY JULIAN. 

Yor imtnortality has all the proof 
that the limits of human knowledge 
can receive ; to aſk actual demonſtra- | 


tion for it is to require organs which 
Nature has not beſtowed on men. 


Vou moderne babe When dur caufe 


vorTAIAE. 4 294) 
ad | Chriſtianity: triumphs in the 


objetions of - antiquity, It was not a- 


* to human Nature, you ſaid, be- 
Es 38 H cauſe 


441 * * 
. 4 


. 1 
F «2d Iv s * 


cauſe it forbad revenge and whoredom. 
To be ſure, a Pythagorean, with His 
beans, were a fit perſon to refute the 
Moſaic account of the . ! 


PORPHYRY.. 
Wrar do Fre mean, Voltaire = 


* O L TAI R E. 
Harz you forgot what you axis in 


your Life of Pythagoras, mat at the firſt Þþ| 


formation of things men and beans 
ſprung up together? And you very 
gravely add, thattakealittle bit fbean- 
bloſſom when growing black, and bury 
it in the earth for ninety days, and 
then dig up the place, and you will find 
_ inſtead of the bloſſom either a child's 
head formed, or 2 albu. He 
una was * of nog,» at this rate 
_ = 2 e 


: WI 2 F * oo 
7 4 
; . 
1 


E 
ought not to ridicule modern Philos - 
. 


3 3 eee 

Doxs an abſurdity of mine render 
one of yours leſs ridiculous : ? The an- 
tients who attacked Chriſtianity, be- 
' lieved in the immortality of the ſoul. 
That doctrine is now wholly ; in the 
poſſeſſion of Chriſtianity : and have. 


not * thus yielded the . 


4 cl: 
V 0 L . A I R E. ak | 1 
Wers; but what n 3 
wat ne refine anne lg 


PORPHYRY. 1 
3 CAN. give you ſome PENIS of 
the argument that would do it. Chriſ- 
tianity : addreſſes itſelf to the feelings; 
the fears, and wiſhes of the human 
501 11 


F 
* 


11 | 

heart Now when the world can 
produce a ſyſtem that will lay a 
ſtronger hold on theſe, that will give 
piety a ſublimer hope, that will give e 

| to vice greater fears, and to true pe- 
nitence ſweeter conſolations * ; then, 
and then only, will Chili be 
rationally and effectually refuted. The 
prophecy of Monteſquieu, that Chri- 

tianity would not ſtand its ground: above 
other two. hundred years, diffuſed 
joy through our manſions; but I now 

fear the completion will never take 
place. Either better arguments muſt 
be diſcovered, or, what indeed ſeems 
already to be far advanced, a want of 
honeſty in making enquiry, and a 
5 e e cd bo in bi- 


'3 


We » Lord E s Dialogue of the Bel. 
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1 muſt take entire poſſeſſion | 
the human mind: in either of theſe 
caſes, but in no other, the prophecy 
may be fulfilled; 1 he latter would 


prove no alleviation to us; and of the | 


former, alas 1 really TE! ual A 1 


9 
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On Porphyry, we. bare a com- 
fort in what modern wit has been able | 

+ aun 1. 7 * {43 
to do for our cap! b. F001 Bra 


2 454.81 


while, Voltaire; I ſuppoſe you v will 


ſoon j oin our company, Luclan, "whoſe 


Chriſtianity and wit were not n 


your "OW, longs to' ſee . e 
2 FORPUYRY. 
i is 24 18 1 : ; y 


1 way f fur ther e with 4 
Kaen is Jclirable. Yonder ap- 
95 de Poul of a celebrated 


— Al 


2 
45 1 4 Monk: 
N 00 * 
TY 1 C1 336 } 7 


. 

Monk: it is Voltaire he deſires to con- 
verſe with; let us retire and leave them 

OS CIOS Et RE . 14 - nit 

E= . Por. 704 Rout: 
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Enter. sr. AUGUSTINE. | 


#7 AUGUSTINE. 

Rr TUN from a viſit of bene- 
volence to unhappy Afric, 1 heard 
chat Voltaire had lately paſſed the 
gates of death. Deſirous of ſome con- 


5 verſation with him, 1 have come li- 
: ther; nor is my ſearch i in Vain. : . 
taire, 1 know You. 2 


V 0 L TA I R E. 
Au by a power yet unknown to 


me, 1 know St. Auguſtine. | You ſeem 


happy : perhaps the remembrance of 


* * ”* . you. Or r 


F 


e 
do you Rill retain the viſionary enthu- 
N W ws. ,J5Þ by a7 \ 


AUGUSTINE. 


1 you have happily begun 
on the ſubject I deſired. It is granted 
to the inhabitants of the regions where 
F refide. to know what opinions pre- 
vail among men. You have now 
mentioned my debaucheries with tri- 
| umph, and my piety with contempt: 
this is exactly the treatment which the 
Fathers receive from the modern pre- 
| tenders. to Philoſophy. And let me 

tell you, that the ridiculous light in 
- which, you place the Chriſtian Fathers 

when compared with the Pagan Phi- 
loſophers, does little credit to the wil 
| dom. or honeſty of your ; 
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vol TAE 


rst is not the filly n. ality is | 
prejudices of the Fathers truly abſurd ? 
Are not your own numerous com nplain ts 
of the Devil's buſying himſelf to tempt. 
you to the violation of your valuable 
en, truly ridiculous ? wm 


| AUGU * INE; 92 

I 14D both wy faults and my fol. 
bles, You tax me with prejudice; ; 
there is nothing indeed more unwor- 
thy of a Philoſopher; ; yet your mo 
dern ones are the very ſlaves of it. 
Voltaire bimſe: f was ſbackled and 
blinded with it. What but the moſt 
jaundiceecycd prejudice, on the com 


| | Paratiye view of the Pagan and Crit. 


alto bloſphor, could expreſs. the 
beben 


* 


[ 39 ]: 
higheſt admiration of the one, and the 
Wee pee of the diner 


11 4 


"YOLTAIRE.,. 


Tm HE F athers, indeed, jutly y excite 


45 


our contempt 3 ; but ] I know.no biaſs we. 
have diſcoyered againſt, them. ; 


AUGUSTINE. 2 
vob avow your contempt of thens; f 
and many others do the fame, who 
know nothin g about them. To deſ- 
piſe them is the mode; and one fool 
echoes it to another. However, one of 
the fineſt {ſcholars of modern times, 
the ee Been, was not 


eee. 


Ria rock genius of. an 0 oe 5 
elegance of a Lactantius or a Baſil; and 

the amazing erudition of a Jerome, 
2 were not overlooked by him. But let 


* 15 


15 PC 43 1 6 us 
” a * or . * . 7 
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* e neee; * n em 


1 60 7 
us enter on a compariſon between the! 
Fathers and Philoſophers. Let us pitch 
on the Philoſopher and Emperor 
Marcus Aurelius Antoninus, a cha- 


rafter which modern times talk of 
with the hi 225 adrairation. 1 ; 


V Q L T Al IR E. 
To the honour of modern times be 2M 
it remembered. | Saw 


"A UGUSTINES: cf 
 AuxELIvs had a good heart, and J 

his ſoul was formed for the love of 5 
virtue; but he had his weakneſſes; ; fol- : 
bles, that had he diſtinguithed himſelf 
a8 2 Chriſtian, / would have furniſhed : 
ſach a fun bf ridicule to the Lucians 5 
and Voltarres; that his character would . 3 
have been one of the moſt e 5 


ble on human record. | 79 
| T OL Ty 


OT TI : 
+ 


i Tn 5 Duns am. 
VOLTAIRE. 


H Ha! how do you prove we” 


"IR AUGUSTINE. : 
Ti only requires the wit fs a Vol- 


taire to do it. For example, to begin 
with his political conduct: What more 


unworthy of a ſupreme magiſtrate than 
that pedantry of benevolence with 
which he treated the firſt information 
of the revolt of Caſſius? Lucius Ve- 
rus, his colleague in empire, gave him 
the ſtrongeſt aſſurances of it; but Au- 
relius was ſo good-natured, he would ; 
not believe a word of it; and thus by 
his ill timed humanity gave the villain 
Caſſius every opportunity to carry on | 
His deſigns. He was proclaimed Em- | is 
peror i in the Eaſt, and to cruſh his cd 
rebellion colt no more than the lives, 


#4 ö 
=P g 4 
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| - 62 1 F 
of ſome. thouſands of the, Hg 
e, 4 | 


vors. 


| Bur "what Hrereign « ever equalled 
bim as a © na. ; 
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a N UGUS INE. 
1 WII I. by! no OO over oP 
og His writings ! might a Vol- 
taite fry : What are they? What is ca- 
ier char to ſtring together a parcel of 
moral ſentences which the Stoics were 
taught to chyme over, and which be- 
fore him had been thrummed over 
and over by Arianus and twenty more. 
As to his Philoſophy, what is it? He 
talks of the ſoul, nd of God; but the 
one may be mortal for what he knew, 
and the other he fairly reckons mate 
rial: and to e Surge he added 


OP | an 


an infinite 8 of leſter . to Bs. 
idols he „ 
crifice. On the dies nefafti, when 
public ſacrifices were prohibited, every 
corner of his houſe ſmoked with in · 
cenſe to his /ares and penates. Nay, 


our admirable Philoſopher imagined he 


could make gods; and ſtrange ſort of 


Vetus, his ſon-in-law and colleague in | 
the empire, was one of the moſt pro- 


te characters in the Pagan world. 


Even,” the diflolute inhabitants of 


Daphne were aſtoniſhed at the revelsof 


his lewdneſß. | His wife's mother; the 
Empreſs. Fauſtina, and his own fer 
. per pan" whores ; and poiſon 


miniſtered' by his ſpouſe Lucilla, our 


— drone put an end to 


his infarnovs Tſe." Vet of this wretch 


St: 


on” 0 muſt 


* * N p 4 * 8 A FS . SIN We N * * 
* * IS, Y 3 + + "4 T0 WET hs. 5 T's * r Wo p 
7 T.., . ot FE me. 
wo” * 1 n r „ , 7 CI r 
« + I N — 1 £3 1 ENG =. EY * 8 
N N, : r LOTS 3 « 2 * * UWP 52% 1 
- * * „ 1 1 S x ? . 2 
1 ' LN SSR a5 1 4 x "IO 1 5 1 
Load by ; * e * * A £8) WW el 
— 2 5 | * ' 7 SH 
-” * \ * 5 n — * * 
F 4 Sk LEY : k T > f % 1,588 IT N 
: 8 — 
2h q rt Gy RES < : r 
nr — * 1399 f — 
* 15 a N. £ . 2 >< 
: Wet - I : AVE 2 
3 5 
«3 Ir - 9 
N * * 2 
# 
f 5 4 7 
a, x *; * , 
Ss 
>. *; 2 
4 
, 


2 „„ 
PIPE 
1 


muſt the cuckold Antoninus 1 5 2a 


: $15” =_— # 1 


& > N 4 is * N C . J 1 \ 
8 * MS - „ * 1 * - g ” 4 an. * 2 F 
f 4 4 1 ”: *” 7 * . — p of 
4 4 * r . ON wat 2 
2 , F 5 > ; = % . FI > * 
N * * 14 * 
* 28 RT” * 
22 
* # SE 
* Bs 


god ʒ and the Roman ſenate muſt aſſiſt 
at his Apotheoſis. Fauſtina; our Phi- 


loſopher's wife, the abandoned Fauſ- 


tina, whoſe adulteries were the jeſt of 


the Theatre, muſt alſo be a goddeſs; 
and the youths and the virgins of Rome 
muſt invoke her ſhrine at the celebra- 
tion of the nuptial rite. Ho ri u- 
lous, how oontemptible are this man's 
ideas of the Object of divine worſhip} | 


For me to call his piety mere At xciſm, 
you might brand as the prejudice of 1 


weight with you. * The Pagan wor- 
« ſhippers, ſays he; theſe pretended re- 
« ligioniſts, are really a kind of ſuper- 


= * ſtitious Atheiſts, and acknowledge n a 


A WM 


15 Natural Hiſtory of Religion. 
Bui 17 « being 


nonk; but I truſt, a Philoſopher, of 
_ your own — will have ſome 


hag? of 
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s 25 (he ſhould h have e added, which : ; 


the abſtruſef paths of metaphyſies, — =o 
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cen taught t by \Revalation) 


« colt principle of mind: or thought.” 
Nay he add, The religion of Mat- 


Al cus s Aurelius” and Plutarch 80 not 5 | ; 4 
ce. worthy" of the Honourable dendmi⸗ 
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e were his concept ns ; of the 
object of worſhip, they are a digrace 


"Tot 


to the name of Man, But this! is 
abſtruſe path of metaphyſics. bp Alas, 


what will not prej judice fay! His equa, 


FL 3&6 : 
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nimity was indeed admirable; and let 
him enjoy the praiſe of it. But had N 
6 rg ag he 1 


perſecuted oy ſectof Ehiloſophy c 
perſecuted. 
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Tux Chriſtians were repreſ 
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. 
of Juſtin, of tlie Philoſopher Athena- 
goras, of the elegant Melito, and 
Apollinaris, who prayed and intreated 
him to be convinced by examina» 
tion of the innocence of the Chriſ- 
tians. But he was convinced of their 
guilt in one particular: ; They reviled 
his rabble of gods; and to a ppeaſe 

4 theſe, the Empire from Aſia to Gaul 
mgakes 1 ach the, blood of Chriſtians, 


 blemiſhed. en the fab 7 ipper 
f the Eternal Infinite Mind, accuſed 
er Atheifn by the moſt groveling 5 
| | Atheiſts; and becauſe he will not wor- = 
ſhip and ſacrifice to the ſtatue of our 

philoſo bea Emperor, condemned to 
the flames. Had he been an Indian 
3 who * oppetadtth the de- — 


=» 
fotted ſuperſtition of an Alexander, 
how glorious: would his name have 
been among men! But Polycarp was 
a Chriſtian; and Prejudice will allow 
as: honour. n 14 190 003 
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che png dice to Þ: 8 2 ?, 
| Hot to be duly informed ; and he had 


Philoſopher Rad his ear; Creſeens, « 
wretch addicted to the vileſt Iuſts; a 
wwretch who trembled at the thou ghts 
of Death, which as tlie greateſt evil 
he procured for Juſtin. Let us take 
. of Creſcens and 
„ on” 
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15 69 1 
Juſtin; : The one a flave to the vileſt 
luſts 3 the other f the moſt 1 innocent 
life: The one a believer in the gods of 
Paganiſm, or an Atheiſt; the ene, 
the worſhipper of the Eternal Creator: 
The one ſhocked at the thought of 
death; the other eſteeming his mar- 
tyrdom as the greateſt bliſs,” and tell- 
ing the Emperor that a Chriſtian could 
2 down his life with as much indif. 
- i 8. 2 - Philoſopher could put 
Ot SEL at In ſhort, the one a moſt 
deſpicable, the other, with all His ſoĩ- 
4 bles that an invidious pen * has been 
ie able to collect, A moſt exalted cha- 
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eye. The blood of a martyt was not 
ſhed within the walls of a A 
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AUGUSTINE 
80 modern prejudice has ſaid; but i it p 
has the misfortune. not to be true: 
+ Valerianus, Peon, Hierax,. Juſtin 
Martyr,and ſeveral more were beheaded 
in Rome by his order; ha crime, | 
Chriſtianity. Yet after allfgMoltaire, 
I will confeſs to you that All Pp was | 
naturally of an amiable and merciful 
diſpoſition; ; it was the curſed effect of. 
his abominable ſuperſtition, it was de- = 
votion to his diabolical gods that- ever 
__ him ſhed the blood of a Chriſ- 
. Your modern Philoſophers pre- 
cd to affect the utmoſt eee of . 


Ty Aſſerted by the Daciers. + Cave, © 
I. Ms Harty, . 
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| 0 71 
ſuperſtition; kann record cannot af. 
ford ſuch an example of it, as is to be 
found in 'Mareus Aurelius. See him 


continually ö his knees to his houſe- 5 


hold idols: See him on the banks of 
the Danube ready to join battle with 


the Marcomanni and Quadi, yet delay- 5 


ing till he fulfilled the ſtupid rites of 
5 ſuperſtition®; a couple of lions, with : a 
parcel of herbs, flowers, and ſpices, 


t own into the ſtream as a 


enn 7 the god of the river. But 


What was the ſequel * ? the flight of our 


Emperor, and twenty thouſand of his 


ſoldiers left dead-on the field. On ano- 


ther tine, "wang eren b in _ 
* Which were ares by Fee * 
Pontus, a miracle-monger, . whoſe name is 


tranſmitted to * with deſerved — 8 


8 bu Lucan. 
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city, and the Barbarians: were ready to 
—— 1 contemp- 
eee, pleaſiäg gb the gods. 
ſhould be omitted, he brought prieſts 
and ſacrificers from all parts, with their 
whole trumpery of rites: 3, The ceremo- 
pies.of Js, which had beep Probi- 
bited by Auguſtus, were re-eſtabliſhed; 
and he made no ſcruple to adore 3 a 
10 goddeſs, that had her. t pple. deſ- 
4 troyed, in. the Felgn . of, Tiberius, 
*: her, ornaments burt, her prieſts 
murdered. and her, image thrown 
into the Tiber. 4 And. ſo many. were 
the victims lain on this occaſion, that 
even the heathens jeſted on him, and 
ſaid that if. he returned victorious there 
would not be a an of Teſt in the Gord ra 
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Is our Philoſopher, who had no better 


* idea of Invoking 1 the Deity than by t re- | 
courſe toevery barbarous rite, left thebe- | 
loved one dhould be omitted; is he to 


be compared with thoſe who, are taught 


that God is a Spirit, and muſt be wor- 
ſhipped. in Spirit and Truth: Let us 


hear a Plutarch curſing his gods, cur- 


5 ung the Divine Providence on the death 
of his ho... Let us. hear the meaneſt 


Chriſtian in the fame affliction; He 


does not mourn as without hopo; ; "nay, 


won asthe Pang 9 of nature bas ſubſided, 


joy takes. place ; for he belieyes,, chat : 
bleſſed are the dead which die in their 


Redeemer. What more exalted idea 
of God and immortality | can the hy- 


man, wind CONCEIVE, than is poſſeſſed | 


by the Chriſtian? and what more deſ- 


pI than the Atheiſm and baſe ſu⸗ 5 


perſtition 
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| perflition of the Philoſopher | ? Yet the a 
modern Free-thinker views the Pagan 

not only with thegreateſt tenderneſs, ut 
with admiration ; while the d vine phi- 
lofphy of the Chriſtian entirely eſ⸗ 
1 capes his eye; ; and dwelling with tri. 
umph on the human weakneſſes that 


adhere to che characters of the Fathers, 
he conceives the utmoſt contempt of 
theſe venerable names; and thys,” win b 
ing againſt the light, our pretended 
Free-thinker, our modern Philoſopher, 
becomes the verieſt NE 2 Aare of 
prejudice.” 9 
Otten, Voltaire, have tat mienty 
with my weakneſſes, and have called 
my piety ſuperſtition ; and often have 
you called Antoninus divine. Had 1 
ever been ſo blinded with prejudice as 


| me, _e thought of it even now would 
Pl: 4 | _. mak 
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ſink me down. Vou are Glent. Let 
us look round us in this region of un- 


judged ſpirits. Yonder i in keen debate 


are the manes of ſome Rabbins, ſome. 
zealous Muſſulmans, and ſome Gen- 
toos and Bramins. | 
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-QuarrzLLING whoſe religion was 


che beſt, I _ 
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p ve 
AUGUSTINE. 


Wo coxseious triumph in your o n 


ſuperiority ſparkles in your eyes, and 
your heart congratulates itſelf on the 


abſurdity of the different dogmas of 


Religion. Let us indulge "ow _ 


and go to join them. 


| tr 
5 
4) 
1 
s. 
WIN 
1 
. 


m— 6 - 
py  \ 4 


„n 938 EQ 


IN" 7 | 
10 201801. TA =. 21 


4 CHRISTIAN, father with his pious 


. 


frauds, His: miracles and holy kelicks, 


” 
wn + 5 © 


Wirn the addition of a modern. 
Philoſopher. „ at 


£ — F „ & > * wF - - , — 9 £ [2 ” - 1 | 
3 %. L : _ _ . 1 2 ; 7 F 1 if 1 ＋ s % A 
a « . % 4 © + 3 +$ 5 - & Y 3 . : £ 
1 AY 


— | * 
n 


voLTAIRE. 5 
3s 


-Þ 1 am not miſtaken, tw the 
ſhade of a modern Greek :. Let me alk 
hirn a few queſtions. What 8 
eee my _— n 
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ana. * our, 1 of, | 


belonged to the Greeks, I remember. 


„For this and the following fee Voltaire's 
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our prieſt ordered me to believe that 
Azion pneuma proceeded only from 
Tou patrou. When the Venetians 
took poſſeſſion of our iſle,” our neẽ- 
Italian curate ordered me to ſay, that 


Agion, pneuma proceeded both from 


7⁰¹ patrou and 75 yo. And when 


tlie "Turks came, we were 8 to 
cry out as loud as we could, Allab illa 
2 lah. F or my part, I knew not at 


150 age Religion I was of; but I 


lovag God with all 'my heart, and fold | 
goods. Avec eee 


I 1 VOETAU Wanken TH 
Aub here comes ab Abd s 
me afl him a queſtion. What pro- 


felſion did. vou blen, my. Can 


friend? ED 
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1 TAUGHT Arithenetc 2 
tion, and e 


vorraixk. 


: | Ax you were a good Mauſſulman, 
| 1 e ? 
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A1 though you were 4 ff a 
culator, you nevertheleſs belicyed that 
Mohammed put one-half of the moon 
in his coat-lleeve. 


| Waar, « 40 you even age 1 was 
an Infidel! | | - 
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orthodox maxim, Credo; 9 Nei n 
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at the length of his tail, refuſed to do i ity 
wherefore he and his an gels were dri- 
ven out t of heaven. aan 
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5 Haga: me out. Michael himſelf 
1 vag tea ificd at the ſuinging of Adam's 


he did 3 and Adam being 


at which, time God put! his hand on 


ure. Then Adam made the Thirty- 
40 G eighth 


did.o but mne! being terrified . 


5 d humbly begged God to cut it 
| his ornament, and put to 


great pa pain, blaſphemed his Maker, and 
therefore was driven out of Paradiſe; 


him, and reduced him to fix foot ſta 
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0 PRECIOUS: Theology! ! But hack, 
how warmly theſe Gentoos and Bra- 
mins are arguing about the nine incar- 
nations of the god Viſtnou. Come, 
confeſs, my good Saint, you have now 
had time enough to ſee the folly and 
cheat of religions legends; they are 
all of a piece Fits only educat on and 
Habit that makes one appear les i- 
diculous than another mine: o F 
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Ler us alſo hearl yondet Muſſul- 
man on the ſame ſubject. The world 
is ſuppomed on a great red bull's horns, 
be ls. his andienge. % nf of, them 
aſles h im, V What ſupports tl Ain 
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great i ſtone. And ,what ſppports, the, 
LOI 137 5 310 219 4587 Jer 
ſane ? Another gre at red | bull.” At nd 
what ſupports | that bull? You are an 
imperünent fellow, fa fa the M uſſul- 
eU it B 18 127 34 716 111007 LILLE | 
man ; and tarning 1 to) ers, he ging 
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to deſcribe the cavens. e firſt, 
heaven is made of ſteel, ſays he, und. 
the ſtars are pieces of cryſtal that hang 
in golden chains from iti; and here is 
ægteat cock un hundred: times higger 
than mount Sinai. The next heaven 


zs made of ſilver. But enough of bis 


nonſenſe. Let us hear this Chineſe, 
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and; this Indian] Philoſepher. The 
world is not at all round, ſays the 
Chineſe, as the one-eyd * Eu ropeans 
fooliſhly imagine; it is an immenſe 
lait, and Chiftk in placed ift e fde 
2 And it ſtatids br the back of 4 
iſe? ſahs the Indian. Lit ok; 
n we mi ight walk for a moôfith 
in theſe regions, where the fouls 


uch haygngt beep. judged ſtill regain 
their former. opin ih „ and fill poight 


WS: hear, ome now * Y OH xdity. Wor Hol⸗ 3 5 
mography, and the ſyſtem of the uni⸗ 5 


verſe, Now confeſs, my Philoſopher, 
you have now ſeen the : folly ar and cheat : 

of philoſophical legends ; z they are all 
of a piece, all nonſenſe; it is only ha- 

The Chineſe have a proverb; that them- 
ſelves have twozeges,/ the Europeans one, and 


all the reſt o f the world arecblindſg sg 
bit 
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ll, abroget odd, fide 3 
Abus iN Io 
_ Invzrp!. and yet this is the grand 
argument you have uſed: againſt Chri- 
wait. Have not __ writingsin a 
15 thouſand - 


0% 

thouſand inſtances repreſented the ab- 
ſurdities of various Religions, as a full 
proof of the abfittdity of all? And 

why muſt not the fame: reaſoning be 
applied to the Newtonian, philoſophy ? 
Abſurd indeed i is ſuch reaſoning.z and 
when thus brought to the teſt, Jon 


; N are aſhamed of it. it. 
wouTaine 
Bur the Newtonian . 
ſtands upon demonſtration: Wen 171 
don't think yore Religion does. 
Gets | AY GUSTING.. 


4 


| os think it does, and on a mbch 
| more certain and extenſve one. Does 
different We bee and ere 1 
aſk no other data. p 
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05 e eee = denied 
hoth theſe data, 


AUGUSTINE. 
Wr Have a Bedlam i in WL land of 


Skis for theſe geniuſes, Your Philo- 


ſophers may talk of the want of proof 
till their lungs fail them ; but there is 


an internal feeling in the breaft of 


every thinking man, that in ſpight of 
his will commands him to aſſent to the 
truth of theſe data. The cauſe of Re- 
ligion is indebted to a Philoſopher of 


5 _ e, for enforcing this argu- 


And another of your Own 


P ws 8, a moſt indubita le wWit- 


1 69 that , bas aſſured 8 
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that · The moſt open impiety is at- 
5 tended with a ſecret dread and com- 
te punction x. 


VOLETAII X 
Bur hoy is yours ——— to the 


Newtonian demonſtration? 2 
Wer Is 0c 0 0” oy MAY 


bas ; AUGUSTINE. 20 
THERE is an eee, the 
fundamental datum of Newton,-/infi- | 
nitely more ſubtile than what has been 
dvanced againſt the ne of good 
and evil. What will become of theNew- 
tonian philoſophy, if the reality of mo- 
tion ĩs diſproved and you know what 
b Zeno had to lay wg that head. Nor 


* ee Natural H ſtory of Religion. 

++ See Diog: Laert. in vit. Pyrrh. Ed. Caf, p. 
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fig. inbptics- intellicei 
there is a diffete 
evil. The ert 
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85 all your 
boaſted Newtonia 9 ends 
in an appeal to common ſenſe ; and 
ebmmon ſenſe is very certain that de- 


c betlocen good and 
f implies deßign; that 


deſign infinite wiſdom and omnipotence; 


theſe imply infinite” egy and 5015 | 


1/7 * brood ddr n N o DH on- 
moved is either moyed i in the place i in which 1 it is, 
or in which it is flot J but in the place in in which 
it is, it is not moved, nor tan it be moved in the 


place in vrhichit i is not: e, nn _ 
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tice; this, including the difference be- 
tween good and evil, implies the doc- 
trine of full rettibution of rewards and 
ee __ 0 teowy. 
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VOLTAIRE. 


Tais is no more than Natural Re- 
ligion. Y . 


| AUGUS TINE. | 
. Yeu miſtake, Tis Revelation. Ti is 
demonſtrable that human reaſon x neyer 
| diſcovered that only baſis of 1 
the idea of an Thfinite- Mind , 
dreamed of "A of * caries « 
Keep alli 21 10 110 * 21 elle 
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OUR argument reaches but to o 
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my of thoſe parts which are not te- 


ducible to Natural A 
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W fit, let t us view that pirk o Re; 
ve lation called Natur ral Relig gion by ite 
Kik. les miſerable deficiency demon-. 
ſtrates the neceſſity of ſome more: It 
falls far ſhort of the wiſhes and anxie- 
tics of the human heart; it only faintly 


2 but gives n- n afſarance of par- 


don to > Kpenting guilt. A faint gueſs 
+ . will never ſatisfy human at anxiety; and 
an indifference fatal to Woke: will 
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enſue. Here then is 8 
that Chriſtianity: is founded on the. 


wants of human nature, and on the 


FIT 


intereſt of morality. | "For or other parts 


of i it we habe demonſtration, though 
not mathematical 5 yet equally, credi- 
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By the Roman Hiſtory, and the 
conſent of mankind. 
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| Ar FEW hiſtorians, who contradict 
one another at every turn 5 talk of ſuch 
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A man. The two or three original. vo- 
lumes that mention him, for many hun- 


# Od. 


dreds of years lay unknown | mr monaſ- 
teries, where perhaps chey were origi- 

__ nally manufactured *. At laſt they were 
found]; and a few people in Europe pe- 
ruſed them; and as theſe had no inclina- . 

tion to doubt, they believed that a mag, 
called Julius Cæſar had lived. Now | 
let us ſuppoſe that the 0 of 


Chriſt and his Apoſtles is denied. 


This is ferioully maintained by Pere 
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Harduin, 
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millions of Chriſtians ſcattered through 
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x us trace this reaſon from cen- 
tary to century ; and to do this we have 
che help of innymerable volumes 

| the 


conſequence | 


* 96 1 
the hiſtory and the laws of every 
country mark out its progreſs ; for 
every age, and every nation known 


to that age, afford us documents, 


till we trace it up to the Roman 
Laws and the Roman hiſtory' it- 
ff: From Wl "which we will find, 
that theſe | churches were built in 
of the preaching of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles.” The reality 


of this fact being g eſtabliſhed, every 


thing elle ell Hollow which tlie 


Chriſtian can deſire. And to the 


proofs + of this fact, how inferior, even 
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nothing in compariſon, is the proof 1 
that Cæſar lived and yet even to 
doubt That, is a' fin againſt common 
ſenſe. I muſt Won leave you, Vol- | 


taire'; 33 ere I Gepart,: tell me What ad- 
ritten 0 vantage 


vantage W your re philophy 
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v 0 L T AIRE. 
Ir gives the greateſt pleaſure | in ar- 


. gument. He that argues for Religion, 


is like a perſon cooped up im a fortreſs 
which he himſelf did not plan, and 
many of whoſe walls are weak ahd 
ruinous; and if a breach is once made, 


his cauſe is Joſt. On the other hand, 


the ſceptic is like the affailant : he 


chuſes his ground in the open field; 
and though battery after battery is de- 


moliſhed, it is nothing to him, he can 


raiſe others elſewhere; and though | 
again diſpoſſeſſed, he is ſtill uncon- 


n he can Rall Tele more *, | 
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To carry on the alluſion, let us ſup- 


ruined by our affailant's building fo 
many batteries every where on their 
paßte. . 6 Gy, 


'VOL TAI NE. 


I ihat caſe he is 2 confurmate 
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PH AYGUSTANE.. * 
Aw. what bettet is your Repiical 
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Philoſopher, who for his amuſement 


unnerves the obligation of every virtue, 
laughs at piety, and confounds the 


hinges every bond of ſociety? When 


J 


poſe the country people around are 


difference between good and evil, be- 
tween. vice and virtue, and thus un- 


youth is lively and warm, and the 


699) 


judgment uninformed, ſcepticiſm flats 
ters every wiſh of debauchery. Wich- 


out being maſter of one ſyllable of the 


argument, how many thouſands are the 
proſelytes of Infidelity! The autho- 
rity of A Voltaire, a Rouſſeau, or a 
H 


"3 is enough for them and thus 
bigotry and profligaey go hand in 
hand : and often, when Death 
approaches, the ' cowardice of guilt 
and a tranſition. to the moſt abject ſu- 
perſtition complete the deteſtable cha- 
racter. Such, Voltaire, are your diſ- 
ciples! May the deſigns of your heart, 
at the awful bar; be found innocent! 
| retite. The ſhade of a x celebrated 
modern = you. 
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Stck 1 retired with oe n and 
Julian, T have had a converſation with 
the Engliſh Rabelais, who comes with 
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me, defirous to ſee Voltaire— Pe, 
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-1 Abo to congratulate him on his . 
rival in the enen 15 | 
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e excellent Shandy, your pre- 
ſence exhilarates me —1 have juſt now 
been harraſſed and teazed by an old 


11. 


monk, Who. dared to call the Bpprits | 
Forts of modern times the verieſt 10 
ſlaves of f bigotey and ptejudice. 


STERNE 


th 
th 


Ar- 


1 
ph s TERNE. 1 
RobssrAU has informed r me of your 
converſation with thoſe noble Efprits 
forts" f antiquity, Porphyry and Ju- 
lian; but I am ſurpriſed, that in enu- 
merating the arts and the arguments 
vich uhich the modernb attack Chri- 
tianity, ſome principal ones ſhould 
have been omitted by ſo "_ a maſter 
on the Nn as Voltaire. | 
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VOLTAIRE! 

Turk was a peeviſbneſs about 
them which diſtreſſed me. But tell me, 
my F ellow-Philoſoplier, what ciitaP 
eee have eſcaped me? 8 OE 
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Mr Peaſe — Tra *phi- N 
ab ſays virtue and vice are merh. 


: * See 12. 5 eſſays palüm. s 
bid . „„ bin. 
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artificial; what | is vice in one age and 

country, is virtue in another, the dif- 

ference lying entirely i in habit of think- 
8 5 ing: And further, the ſpirit of ſcepticiſm 
> 4 is ſtrengthened by philoſophical! proof, 
i] chat chere is no relation between cauſe 
and effect: chat there is no ſuch ching as 
body or colour v us all animpreſſion on 
the imagination ; in hort, hat 
have no proof of their one An 8 
x OU 8 J EA p. 5 8 
Br this Philoſaphy it is 10 75 nble 
for men to find a demonſtrative pon | 


of any thing ; ; hence thea. Soho 
find a proof that her proof 


1 Colour and beauty, . to | fra 
| philoſophical truth, have no exiſtence but i in the 
mind of the percipient; yet to us theſe: appear, 


do be qualities of external objects. r 
; + And accor i gly e followers b 
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' VOLTAIRE. 


My ingenious Sterne, I am not ig- 


norant of this Philoſophy; but entre nous 
Iwill confefs to you, that I was a. 


ſhamed to mention it to Porphyry and 


Julian. The old vulgar way of think- 


ing, called common ſenſe, ſeemed to 


have ſuch poſſeſſion of them, that I 
muſt have ſtood their laughter a long 


while, ere I could have brought them 
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49 admire the modern refinements on 


Pyrrhoniſm. Beſides, Porphyry would 


have told me, that as the whole drift of 
this Philoſophy was to prove the im- 


poſſibility of proof, we need only to 
turn its artillery on itſelf, and the 


klare ſyllogized to ſhew that demonſtration is 


inpoſlible. See 3 Laert. Caſaub, . 


| Edit. p. 688. 
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whole fabrick will fall to pieces, like 


a Shoalboy's caſtle of cards * 
ine ROUSSEAU.” 
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l NEVER had patience to hear theſe 

g ravings of Philoſophy : The old non- 
Tenſe of the Sophiſts, that a thing, at 
the ſame time, r might be both true and 
te is not more ridiculous. 55 
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| patiquiry. See the ſame Edit. p. 680. 2 
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1 
his dreams has woefully alarmed mex. 
Even aſleep his voice is ominous.— | F 


| Though an unembodied ſpirit, I trem- | 
: ble for my exiſtence; for, according to | 
him, what perception i is other than de- | 
| luſion ? But a ray from heaven, a ſen- 
| "Nh from the ſon of Sirach, reſtores 1 
; * What! is fear but: a betraying of 
2 ſuccours which reaſon offers.” 
: And reaſon clearly. tells us, that the ED 
> 1 hypotheſis which denies the teſtimony | 
of the ſenſes, and the difference of o- 
ours, referring all to the i imagination, 
is the moſt impoſſible miracle. From 
what agency does the perception ariſe? | | 
8 e See Ro uſſeau's letters on his” quarrel with „ 1 
1 He, Where! > ſeriouſly tells the public, how _ = 
5 that gentleman's talking through his e a- 3 
'S Infra terrified him. e 8 j 
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-Whkt gives the impreſſon? To fay it 
is ex nbi, how unworthy of Philo- 
phy! What is eaſier to conceive, chan 
that a matefiil bod y gives the ſame im- 
preſſion to the percipient faculty of 
millions? and what more abſurdly i in- 
4 conceiveable, than that millions ſhould 
have the fame perception, without the 
exiſtence of the object which to all 
their i imaginations ſeems preſent! That 
the human eye does not perceive co- 
logrs 1 in their juſt analyſis, may be true; 
yet there is a real difference between 
red and yellow, which cauſes a diffe- | 
- xevt' perception in every beholde 
Abe, Eneid . charmed, for <igh- 
many generations of men * the 
fame delight excited on e the 
; and 
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that delight con ; 
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elf? All do not fee alike 3 
e mA is weaker as the 
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which nn the Ap 8h and 

yet denies the reality of the cauſe 5 8 5 
cauſe uniform in all : ages, and among 
all the millions of n mankind. And on 
| this Philoſophy muſt we build a Kryc- 
ture of infidelity !. Alas! what more 
like the fooliſh, Hpilder who founded. 
his houſe. on the ſand but the 1 rain 
beat upon it, the wind blew, and it 
WINES | in rains! 2 e 
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| Wars 2 comet appears; 89 5 natives. 
4 Malabar. think that the Author of 
Nature has ſeat it on purf pole to prog 
noſtieate the death * Wee w ies L 
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tinople imagine its only errand i is to 
announce ſome diſaſter to their, city: 


tants of * the Swiss | 


The honeſt, inhat 


Cantons fancy, it has no other huſineſs 


than to portend ſome calamity to the 


Bu rghers « of Berne; while the Chac- 
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taws of Nori th Ameri ica as wiſely con- Ny 
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"it TY from vulg gar aj 
and narrowneſs 1s che Philoſopher's 8 
doctrine of Comets nor are the reli- 
gious . creeds of the vulgar and of the 
Philoſopher leſs different. The herd 
of every country think the little circle 
around them, employs the great at- 
tention of Providence, and that worde 


| muſt blaze in the ſky to influence their 
inſignificant affairs: In like manner 
they conſider the Almighty as bu- 
fying him elf from all eternity a / about 
their worthias fouls, How different 
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| the 1 views of the Philoſopher ! What | 
an infinity of worlds ir in his eye be-ſtar 
the bou ndleſs realms of ſpace; and how 
unworthy of Almighty Nature is that 
partial, trifling, care of man, "which 


the pr attribute to . God! . 
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. is ; furelytoo humble who thinks 
bimſelf unworthy of the care of 
132 | 


VOL T A [ R E. 
Man is not neglected by N Winde. 


How amply has ſhe ſtored the world 
with neceflaries and luxuries! how 


laviſh her bounty! When the gay 
butterfly has ſipt of every flower, and 
has fluttered through his ſummer, 
he lays himſelf down in an endleſs 
winter of reſt, That it ſhould not be 
always youth and ſummer, how Ut 


tat the complaint nt! 1 


ROUSS E A v. 
I now underſtand you. ' Your Phi- 


— loſt 1 in con tem plation of the 


amazing, 


{ 113 3 


amazing, perhaps infinite, variety of 
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the obj ects of Nature s care, E | 


human life the all of man. 
* OL TATRE. SN Wes 4 


"As x not unreaſonably, The vulgar 


notion of heaven is. extremely like 
the vulgar o 5 pinion of comets.” Ts Wy | 
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highty. abſurd:; yet the higheſt idea 


J can form of the Deity, ; does dt. 


clude his care for the race of erben! 


i. 
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„ or IRE. 


En or your idea with all my heart: $5 


For my part, I cannot conceive” that 


a + 


Almighty Nature, which has infinite 
worlds to govern, is ſo partially fond 
of the earthen animal cons: as to 
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1 7 + the ter m Almighty Nature, | 
Jour, P hiloſophers often Klip 1 into the 


idea of peryadinga mere plaſtic cauſe, 
1 a Spinozan God; and bewildered in the 


idea of its greatneſs, che mind learns 


to conte the hopes of N Religion. 


This cohfuliop/ of their enlarged idea, 
Abelieve, has produecd many. a thou- 


n yer” 101 $1869 2111 1 but> 
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ROUSSEAU. 


Tad yam Is A 65D! 


5 ALAS, how "uophiloop wien Tei 


99 1071 3 101 
u S that — 
N, oceays and, mouptain c 1 
nounce the 


_of the Author 
of Nature { The -meaneſt blade that 


| vegetates, the ſmalleſt inſet that 


crawls, 


crawls, in its amazing mt of 
fibres, . beſpeaks his power and gran- 
deur. And ſhall ſuch aſtoniſhing pro- 
fuſion of deſign be diſcovered in the 
formation of the moſt worthleſs ani- 
mal, and ſhall the meaneſt agent of : 
the moral world be thought unworthy | 
of his care? A ſuppoſition how un- 
worthy of an Intelligent Cauſe! In ie - 
brute creation Naiure has, provided an 
adequate ſupply to every want; every 
appetite has its object at hand and 
you can name no purpoſe of their crea- 


tion which is unanſwered by the ap- 
pointment of Nature. With man 


how different 2; Prone to vice, and 


ſurrounded with temptation, his Jife 


18 4 ſtruggle of moral Agency and 5 


| -thax foul which can feel that there is 
ſomething baſe | in vice, and ſomething 
"J'S - noble 
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TwF 
noble in virtue; that foul, amidſt all 
its failings, diſcovers a tendency to mo- 
ral perfection; a tendency that can 
never ripen into perfection in human 
life. Here then is ſomething incom- 
plete + And ſo far from thinking it 
unworthy of the attention of the Al- 
mighty to give a completion to the 
tendency of the human mind, that 
were the blind earthworm, a moral 
agent, T would pronounce it worthy 
of Omnipotence to raiſe it from ſtage 
to ſtage to angelick perfection. Expe- 
riment has proved that every plant is 
contained perfect in the ſeed.” The 


acorn contains the future oak in all its 


branching pride; and ſhall Nature 
raiſe it from that diminutive tate till 
its branches in mingle with the clouds, 

| and ſhall the, Os man be eſ- 


7 teemed 


En 
teemed unworthy of her perfecting 
care? Hearken to the voice of Na- 
ture; analogy, the ſureſt interpreter 


of Philoſophy, pronounces it impoſ- 
ſible. %% 
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VOLTAIRE. 


8 I 


Now fermon is over, 10 me alk 


Sterne, what other arguments againſt 
Chriſtianity have I omitted? Should 


he mention a good one, it would give 
me more pleaſure than all that Meta- 


| Pe lade to lay: of aber 


STERNE. 
Yo, have omitted a very y ſucceſeful 
hg What could be more effectual 
chan to prove that Natural Religion 
and Chriſtianity are at irreconcileable 
variance? ?? 


1 1 ) 


Poway 4 


ROUSSEAU. 


n were every thing. Woolaſton 
has aſſerted, and indeed it is a moſt 
certain concluſion, that no doctrine 
can be of divine Revelation which con- 

tradicts thoſe clear and certain prin- 

ciples of Natural Religion, which the 

Almighty has written on "The human 


a heltte, 
| | 1 S £ 5 P N | by | ? | 
ond Ce AIR NE, 


" Namtaal Religion conſiſts in the | 
belief of a God, and the ſoul” s immor- 


tality; without theſe, particularly the 


: f 


aſt, it has no exiſtence; for in that caſe 
honeſty has no obligation but conve n- 
ence; and vice is often extremely con- 
venient to the attainment of worldly 
4 wo while many virtues have often the 


contrary | 
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contrary effects; .iNow if e can proye 
that this pretended Revelation tea 
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the natural mortality of the ſoul, we 


have ſet it ſufticiently at variance with 
Natural Religion. And this conclu- 


five advantage we have already gained, 
and even by the aſſiſtance of ſome of 
the clergy, WhO very gravely call 


themſelves rational Chr ras. 


? 


. * » ? 75 
Allg \VOLTAIRE: Vell Hog 
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Vo- agreeably ſufpiize me.—1 did | 


not know this argument had gained 
much CY", 
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has gained mighily. -Sociaus 
of 34 it; 5; but, in the preſent 


age, a reverend Archdeacon,. a very 
rational Chriſtian, tells us, tbat the 
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. VOLTAIRE, 
| To be Be ae of Chriſti, 


STERNE. os, 

"UNDOUBTEDLY. Had you men- 
tioned this to Porphyry and Julian, it 
muſt have given them great pleaſure, | 
Natural Religion muſt now diſclaim 


- Chriſtianity, as no, daughter of hers. ” 


VOLTAIRE. * 
You much miſtake Porphyry and 
Julian ; they would have told me with 


indignation, t that they defired to know 


what Philosophical arguments had 
been diſcovered againſt Chriſtianity ; 1. 


a not w ef of opinions had 
miſ 8 


5 "205 
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N [{ 1297 Þ 
miſrepreſented it. Perhaps, indeed, 


they might have wondered what 


induced the clergy to maintain a doc- 
trine ſo ys ee to their cauſe, 


ch -36cis nate 
Ts honourable to their cauſe; they 
tell us, and gives importance to the re- 
vealed on of a Tan 


vo L ＋ 4 IW an 
Ax honourable importance indeed ! 


would Forphyry reply. If the ſoul is 


- extinct at Death, a Reſurrection i is in 
the ſtricteſt ſenſe a new creation. And 
what deteſtable idea does this give of 
the Supreme, to create 2a being, and 
impreſs on his mind a deluſive belief 
| of former exiſtence, and then Puniſh 
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Bur the ſoul- ſleeper would ſay, that 

it was no new ereation ; that the ſoul 

was a quality which eee pl _ 
emen, Mei ig Um zu! 
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VOLTAIRE. 
Au Porphyry would have ſaid, this 
Ig moſt egregious, nonſenſe, _ If the 
mind is only a quality reſulting from 
organization, there can be no identity of 
mental being; for the conſtituent parts 
of theſe organs are not two hours to- 
gether identically the ſame; and there- 
fore. what reſults from them can have 


0 Fontinued identity, without which 
the 


2 
. 


1 23 1 
the doctrine of rewards and puniſh- 
ments is a mere burleſque on the 


Deity. Beſides, what idea have you of 
the reſulting quality of a dead hody ? 
To fay ſuch unimaginable quality is 
capable of being endowed with con- 
ſciouſneſs, is as abſurd as to ſay there 
is a tune in the aſhes of an organ, 
which is e of "ue oe ad 
| revived, mo 


STERNE; 


Bor this is appealing to Philoſophy, 
which the ſoul-ſleeper ſays, has no- 
thing to do with a matter of Reve- 
lation. Now, could we wiſh for -hap- 
pier conceſſions ? All the abſurdities 
you have mentioned as conſe- 
quent of che ſoul's mortality, only 
bend to diſgrace that Revelation 

. vhich 
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which teaches it. Could we wiſh for 
ee roms. 21 
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VOLTAIRE. 


7 "oY for more | Porphyry 8 


"OR told me with diſdain that this 
was all impertinence; that the mor- 
tality of the ſoul, the happy contra- 


diction to Natural Religion which you 


boaſt of, is no doctrine of the New 


Teſtament, which contains many ex- 
preſs declarations, and many certain 


and clear inferences of the Contrary 3. 


that however many proſelytes theſe 


miſrepteſentations may bring over to 
he cauſe of | infidelity, this is not 
>; defeating Chriſtianity by proof and 


argument, which is the only infor- 


mation that could give pleaſure to the : 


anxious minds oh Porphyry and Julian. 
ac! ©7 7 STERNK- 
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Any with that information they 
. have been gratified. Has not a 
Scottiſh * Philoſopher proved that the 
free agency of the mind is all A jeſt, 
and the feeling which men miſtake 
for it A meer deluſion ; in ſhort, that 


every thing, from the ſhaking of a 
child's rattle to the fall of an empire, 
are by ſuch an abſolute neceſſity as 
could not even admit the poſſibility of 
happening otherwiſe ? Happy Philo- 
ſopher, who thus could trace the mo- 
tives of the mind, and ſo accurately 
diſcover their ſource, how e 

is "WW motto! 17 8 


Ern 


Felix qui potuit 3 ere ROPER: 


Atgue metus om nes et,inexorab; le fatum 
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| Suhjecit pedibus, Arepitumęue Alanis avari 1 
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One objection indeed lies againſt 125 
ſyſtem, that it makes, God the author 
of ſin ; but the rapture that inſpited 
him on the review. of his glorious 
labours, now ale kindles my boſom, 
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and puts bis words in my mouth: 


W What mortals term fin, God pro- 


« nounces to be only error ; for mo- 
& ral evil vaniſhes, in ſome meaſure, 
«« from before his more perfect light; a 
60 and as at the beginning of days 4 
« ſaw, ſo now he ſees and pronounces : 
« « ſtill that every thing i is good.” 


© 2 
0 A1 E. | 


Gloniobs indeed! Yr A deep infigfit 
into human motive will prove an abſo- 
lute : neceflity, and therefore what men 


call fin; God accounts only error; all 
is good, and Chriſtianity, as uſeleſs, is at 


- ilaſt 


aig, defeated, My inge- 


9 | 
nious Triſtram, let us congratulite 


one another. TO v 
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Nor quits ſo faſt, Voltaire. IT have 
— — attacking 
a Chriſtianity." "Two: of them appeared 
f deſpicable even to yourſelf; it now 
- remains for. me to/expoſe the futllity of =_ 
the third?” The Scetehman has indeed Wl 
' hiew trimmed the old fyſtem of De- * 
mocritus and Anthony Collins, and BN 
has talked about the inveſtigation of K ö 
motives; but he has confounded phy- 4 | 
ical and moral neceſlity ; and from te 
want of ſuch a W as even the . 1 
0 mighty himſelf © cannot enjoy, * li-- A | 
berty of doing; a thi ing, "and yet not do- BE 
ing it af the lane inſtant, has Witely _— 
= | con- „ 


5 e 1 is no fach e 48 
1 e of volition at all. cha el 
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Ars you doing | 565 argument « juf- 
tice ? a _ — 
2 STERNE. OT 
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"i cer, e ts him- 
EE: ſelf ſtate the caſe of chuſing between 
- | - ano: objects where the neceſſity evi- 
dently reſts on this point, that of two 
refuſe one? I have juſt now thought 
of an excellent argument to prove. t 
ot walk. e cad 
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Philoſopher one againſt the liberty of 


even > God" himſelf a ſurd Being, and 


of his primary agency, 
by: making hi ae t to a fuperive: 
depo q 557 


ere hovers,” g ech 


Ber our author profeſſes to Took: 
up to God with reverence and awe, 


1 


as the fountain from which the whol 0 
ſyſtem of necefſſt ity flows. e 
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E may profels what he will: But 
cther God decke. perfect liberty, ; or 
e doe: If he enjoys perfect 1. 


= peng of doing and 
jet bet doing a thing, is no proof 
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IL 239% 1 
berty, there is a cauſe prior and ſuperior: 
totherdfirft Cauſes ig no; 016% 
The human W the 
mid ſt of the deepeſt miſery, ſtill konſti· 
tutionally pants after happineſs j wwhichr 
is a ſtrong philoſophical preſu mption- 
that the Author of Nature has alſo ap- 
pointed | ſome attainable relief, ade- 


; quate ts this natural i im ulſe : ; But this thi 


_ relief can never ariſe rom the 1 yew 
77 40 

of neceflity. Tell a wretch 1 in be r A 

| 2 aft 

tremes of pain, that kis torment-is ne- 


ceſſary, his mind will: immediately en- 
quire, Why d And if yo you £i an give mo 
better reaſon than that, it was ablalutely, 
fatally, or, What is the fame, 1 uncondin 
_ tionally predeſtinated, What. horſęrg 
| deſpair, and deteſtation, mul}, over: 
whelm him, when he, tyr 1 ef: 
on his God. Frenzy and, blaſphen 
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( 1611 
in his caſe, were magnanimity and 
\ honeſt, indignation 3. and ſelf-murder 
his beſt, his only refu ge... Again muſt 
I admire the propriety of our Philoſo- 
pher's motto, and how applicable to 
tis ſyſtem may it be thus paraphraſed: 


„Har is he who can trace the 
© cauſes of things up to a fatal and ab- 


A ſolute neceſſity. He tramples under 


his feet every terror, and the fear of 


MN death, and is a match for inexor- 


et able fate; f for when chings are at the 
46 * my be hang Me MS 
VOTE 
„Bord ſhould Philowher in Fo 
delt 65 account for the origin of 


evll, when it! ſcarcely may be ſaid to 


exiſt, ' Moral evil, ſays our Fhüste 
pher, vaniſhes from the more perfect 


« "i who, as at the begin- 
* ning 
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"ning of days he ſaw, "ſo nom he ſees, 
and pronounces ſtill, * that "ny 
"« thing aol.com I ac t ft 
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re and he ſays too—** As - pot 
in the, ſun's bright orb, 1o,; in the 
et univerſal plan, ſcattered evils. are are 
c loſt in the blaze of iu 
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So, to 1 on the mass, there 


are no \ evilb to be ſeen by the naked 
of ; we muſt have a ee to 
view thts. Fd 1=this'will ne 
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poet Cowley valued himſelf ngt a 


Attle on the virtue f contentnient, 
and wondered how people could be 


3 but he forgot that every 
S. : body 4 
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( 133 ) | 
body had not fi fiye hundred n | F 5 
himſelf. 80 ſome of our Philoſophers _— 
from their elbow- chairs, amidſt all the 
clegancies of life, very gravely po- 
nounce the earth to be a mighty 

agreeable ſort of a place, and for their 
heart and blood cannot find out the 
evil which ſome elne talk ſo mucl 


about. 5 


i ous SE AD. 
ol POOR compliment: to the: S00d- 
neſs of their hearts, which een e 
little affected by the roan! miſery, 
which are my whete on t he 


heard. Bui 2110 4 lil 2161 39 110 g. | 
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tender the preſent hyſtem of ſathanity 


moſt imperfect and no "unhappy 3 att 


a the mot deeply felt! by the woft 


amiable W mean, Death. 
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8 TERNE. 


her ching different. He who 
dever ean think of his on death 
without a ſecret; joy, will the moſt 
bitterly feel, when the dear com- 


boſom, drops into the Srave. How 
dreadful. to Fiendlhip : are the devaſ- 


tations" o of Deb How im 11 
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muſt it feel that ſyſtem, which" is liable 4 
to ſo terrible An | &vit! i 
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Bor a reaſon may be given r, ihe 
1 of death without impeaching 
the goodneſs of God. A reverend 

Archbiſhop * has done this. The 
happineſs of his creatures, ſays he, 
young people have much more happi- 
neſs in life than the old 5 therefgre for | 
the increaſe of happineſs 1s very pro- 
per that the old ſhould die, and make 
room for the young; and therefore 
Death i 18 Bot a natural evil. is 


4 


5210 ee Rs + TOC ring 0 


18032 2 oY 8 T's R N. NE. fa: 22d Ty 
2 5 NRER at rf n Rally logs 


you. Ig 20533; 58S 95 41 [La 1910 15 lifts * 
King, Archbiſhop cf Dublin. _—_— 


40 K 4 VOL- | 


i 


i # 


1 
— 


. 
— 


VOLTAIRE; 8 

I Is true, a fooliſh argument «| 
betrays a cauſe. Wt juſt mentioned 
Whe-* Archbiſhop's © for want of a 
better. eee lis Hb 10 925 LBLS 
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An. Engi „ Phileiber l * per- 
haps afforded da better one. Thoſe 


evils which men are liable to. may 


conduce to the happineſs of other 
Beings, inviſible and N to 
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Come, liy bold en thy Httleand bells, 
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* r little while.;:: Suppoſe 


now. here fands Philoſophy with: a 


 fool's cap, rattle, and bells; and here 


comes a poor man carried on a litter. 
By a fall from a houſe- top, where by 
ko labour he was earning his fam 
ſuſtenance ce, both his. thighs are 


and bis back disjointed.,. See, . his 


wife and. fix or ſeven. children, who 


depended for daily bread on his daily. 


labour, ſee them ſhrikking and faint- 
| ing around him, while he is awaken d 


from a ſwoon by the additional agany i 


of i the 1 of wanting food, and 
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tis for the 
your bones "hold | be thus pounded 
and ſinafied. The poor man is too 


limbs do to the whole: 7 


t vbiorbe how like an owl -the Jooks, 
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ahve he thipks, he. hears his « children 
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crying for bread. Philoſophy now ſteps 


tf, afl d taking h er Hattle, ®'Halloo 


«you, ſays the, ec, 1 tell you; 


good of the whole that 


much abſorbed in i miſery to regard her; 
hut one of the ſpectators ſteps fake, 
and With an arch look, * For the good 
of the whole! ſays he: Why the 
— Wal never get afarthing from 
W poor ak; anf W r 86d, 
«wonder, wilfthe torture of 1. broken 


Wiyour- ignorance; replies Philosophy 5 


*{;there- ate other beings! ſuperior to 
temen! and his torment may conduct 
Frito their happineſs.” « 4 80 ond of theſe 
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© beings, ſays the other; puſhed this 
10 you fellow frown we es: to 


co Gas the wing of ache Wh 
i ſuch a Whole as this were at the De- 
vil: Such a bleſſed nen would 

e reap great good in;the-bottomle 
« But hark ye, Mrs. Wiſdom,don'taed 
« your fool's cap at me, but tell me 


** how you prove all this, and how 


6. canithe good of your Whole riſe 
from an innocent mans. torment i 
0 Sir, replies Philoſophy,; I confeſs 
= this! is entirely ingonceiveable*, Has 
„ indeed fays the other, then do you 
460 pleaſe to walk off with your rattle 
60 and Hs made place'to this wor- 
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thy man, who is approaching to in- 
ſtruct the; unhappy. ſufferer in the 
filial ſubmillion-agd- eee in- 
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bw mowed! tefuted- it by the 
moſt certain inference. - Leaving all 
the labyrinths of phyſical: and moral 
neceſſity, ſubjects with which men 
are not Perfectly acquainted, let us 
come to the certain reſult of the whole, 
to this ſhort alternative, Is the Al- 
mighty Eternal“ a or an evil 


A 338 Is he perfect or imperfect? 
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* Lord K Talat of 3 G5 is 
and is not the author of ſin, is truly remarkable. 
The intention of God and the ſinner, are diffe- 
rent, ſays he; what God decrees t is to carry 
g on the great and good deſigus of Providence; 1 
te but they (7 the Sinners) have! no o ſuch purgoſe 
« in view, nor any other aim but to gratify 
Ltcheit own Tufts andpaſſions.” Andre Want 
g de e inne : 
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wm Engliſh - Philoſopher, my Lord 
a Bolm gbroke, confeſſes that the creation 
demonſtrates his « omnipotence;ʒ but he 
affe like wife, that inen can bring 
Ho! Ph 2 pioof el his gobd- 
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Yes, Maps fays ſo, GY We 
then ? The Perfect goodneſs of the 
— Being is capable of as ſtrict 
demonſtration as that two 
are equal to four. Come, my Phi- 

5 lolopher, 4efine r me Wat conſtitutes 
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1 $A an evil being? 
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3 . | tobe what Sodabllaiely dene him 
/ to have, t admitting, to uſe his own- wardi, 


| 2 bebe poſibility of none other,” 4 
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AND its action i is 292013 wre 
it purſues ſome apparent 5 


nie Einen 0 ich}, ar off mac 
which in reality Is not ſu ur: 
ſues an ungenerous happineſs 22 un- 5 


juſt means, by means that t tend to the 

hurt of aching; The mM inſtance, the 
purſtit of falſe Happineſe, Whit is n- 
plied in the — f tes uf 
terly irreconeileable with Ommiſci 


terms, chat Ommipotenee cam lh 
| 2 the ſccond. To ſuppoſi 
| Onihipotence couldi2be unjuſt I 
Nei Si * to ſuppbſa the A 
= detaſtabi e. Beingz 
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Being wicked without, the: poſſibility 
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this link were taken away, the 
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view of which, kindled into a noble | 
_ enthuſiaſm, P hiloſophy exclaims, W 
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All this dread order break! for whom, 1 = 


| for thee, | M8 NB, ys 22 21710 | 
Vile worm! Oh madneſs, pride, impiety ! RE 
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. Le are "high-ſoanding words; 


but after all, this Arabian t tale is only 


vox et preterea ni 1511. It may be d e- 
monſtrated, that many links of the 


brutal creation may be wanted, and 


out all this dread order being broken.” EE 
kl We « can very eafily conceive that thou- 85 
I fands of degrees of angels might exiſt, 5 
| without man. . 'You cannot _ prove, „ 
nor even conceive a neceſſity why « an- 
gels ſhould be linked to the brutes. ou | 
produce the ain ſion of a chain; but 
8 allu- 
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ſions prove nothing: And how, in thi 


name of wonder, is a thing of conti- 
nued parts applicable to beings of in- 
dividual exiſtence? Again : If ſuch a 
link as man is neceſſary, his miſery 


and guilt make him a ſtrange abſurd 
connective between brutal tranquility 


and angelical innocence and bliſs. Im- 
perfect happineſs might become ſuch 


a link, but guilt could have no ne- 


ceſſary part in it. Again: If for the 
ſupport of the whole ſuch a link | is ne- f 


ceſſary for one bour, it muſt be neceſ- | 


5 5 for ever. 5 But let the N of 
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vicky; SPIRIT. 1 
5 ſuch miſery as I have ſuffered 


'neceflary to the exiſtence and bliſs of 
angels! $3320. oli 587-30 anne 
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| All this dread order breaks vil worm, fot 
0 3 
Ves for me: Ves, . Eternal J aſtics will 
break it for me, who died the loweſt 
of mankind, andin the deepeſt miſeries 
of flavery | Oh, how ſhocking that 
plan of Providence which requires ſuch 
victims of miſery ! But I leave you to 


our impiety, and retire 3 

„ent fields, where with my anceſtors. 
FI KF mall remain in .reſt;.. till the God of 5 
I country deſtroy evil and reſtore 15 f 3 
fer Nature. Wt, : 
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which demonſtrates the 
| a Alm * os on the one hand 
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STERNE, 


Leer chat poor African lch you 
how abſurd is that ſyſtem, which ſup- 


. poſes that the ultimate perfection in- 
|  tentled by God depends on che iwper- 
* fection of the ſmalleſt _ „learn 
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But Imperfection exiſts in man; 


Jo your argument, which confutes. 


the Philoſophy, of links, unavoidably 
leads back to the Hſtem * abſolute 
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there is ſome darkneſs, on the other 


there i is the cleareſt light. If we can- : 


not perfectly trace from whence evil 


came, we can nevertheleſs demon- 
ſtrate that it did not come froth 1 pe 


almighty, all- FIR Being. 11 
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aſe in modern Philoſophy; ; but you are 


not. aware what you mult prove be- 


fore this aſſertion i is good. for _ G 


7 
| 5 "4 a 
= A; 

# 5 2 


vobralRE. 


Provz! why it is a ſelf-evident 


* 6 * * 
4 

10 Y" þ * F __ by _- 
& 0 
1 * F- = ” ? ry 

* : 5 4 LY 

— 4 >: a PR 

o 


L3 STERNE, 


STERNE. 3 

Sor TLY, my Philoſopher, You 
wut prove, that you are- exactly ac- 
quainted with the government of the 
Supreme, before you ſet limits to it, 
and ſay that permiſſion is the ſame as 
his abſolute act. But the human under- 
ſtanding can form no adequate idea of 
the mode of his government; the beſt 
which men can ſay is, that it cannot be 
involved in contradiction or abſurdity. 
Vou miſt alſo prove in ſupport of 
your aſſertion, that the Almighty 
- treats his rational creatures as mere 
machines or irrationale; yet this is an 
abſurdity which the human under- 
ſtanding can clearly perceive ;. and 
therefore ſound reaſon will never al- 
cribe it to the government of the om 
niſcient 
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niſcient Almighty. Hence ariſes the 
utmoſt probability that evil owes its 
origin to the abuſe of free agency, 
and that it will have an end. But 
yonder Spirits who have been hearing 
our diſcourſe ſeem anxious to give their 
opinions. This, Rouſſeau, was an 
e Prieſt before the” "ous of 
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| Avbas! 1 has wiſdom died Will the 
ancients! Typhon by his daring revolt 
gave birth to evil: The God Orus has 


| already bound him in chains, and will 
1 the end finally ſubdue him and _ 
tore all e 
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N15 this is one of the oldeſt of the 
| "Er Magi. | 


"ou 3 Second: SPIR 1 T. 
18 Dukaprul tO the creation was the 
revolt of Arimanius; but the God 
-Mythras has overcome him, and will 
at the end of the great year. reſtore the 

perfection of both intellectual and ma- 


terial nature. 


STERNE. 


„AlL antiquity talks loudly of a 
golden age, and that the preſent is 
mot the original ſtate of Nature. Phi- 
loſophy may ramble through + the 
limbo of Theory, and talk of her 
links and the good of the whole; but 
Reaſon | ever was, and ever will =: 
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e 
ſhocked at the ſuppoſition, that man, 
| who is born to miſery as the ſparks 
fly upward, came in that imperfect 
ſtate from the hands of his Omnipotent 
Maker. Obſerve, yonder old Britiſh 
Druid, pointing to his miſletoe bou gb, aſ- 
ſents to the belief of the reſtoration of 
Nature. This belief, Voltaire, has taken 
deep and univerſal root in the moſt 


ancient and diſtant nations, and is evi- 


dently to be traced in the groſſer fables 
of Greece and Rome, in the labours 
of an Hercules, and i in the deliverance 
of an Andromeda. Here is a ſtriking 


proof of an Old Tradition that can only | 


be aſcribed to Revelation. How un- 
| worthy of the Deity i is the modern 
philoſophy of the origin of evil, which 
fays, that it muſt for ever exiſt; and how 


| deſpicable when compared with old 


Tra- 
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Tradition! Vet how. gl orious above 


that, and explanatory of it, is Chriſ- 
tianity, the ſum of which is a promiſe 
of the final abolition of that imperfect 


ſyſtem, during which the whole crea- 
tion groans under the ravages of Mi- 
ſery and Evil, the cruel daughters of 
Guilt! Chriſtianity, that calls forth the 


and aſſures them of increaſing * gour 


* be vs $8 EA "ng 
"is » infidel Phitoſophy n 


. and repreſents them as vain meteors, 


glimmering 4 for a while, and ſhortly to 


drop into nothing recollect with 


pleaſure how much I, deſpiſed mo- 
dein eee e 
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'STERNE. 

And yet you went into enough of 
her fooleries. You only loved them 
when they were of your own beget- 
ting. You ſeem low-ſpirited, ' Vol- 
taire: I will endeavour to enliven you, 
and i irritate your vein for ridicule by | 
preſenting you an object highly worthy | 
of it. I will conjure -up a Genius that 
will prove any thing nen 5 


VOLTAIRE. 


Wnar, will he p prove that the moſt 
e is nevertheleſs. more. than 
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0 | STERNE. | 
Tnar is an eaſy matter with 5 
him. Genius of Sceptical Philoſophy, 
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Hr avxns, how he reſembles one 


of my friends! ! 
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VIS, he has a good honeſt counte- 


nance, and does not want for learning, 


which he makes a dexterous uſe of, to 
prove or diſprove as he pleaſes. Vou 


know the monſtrous My of the 
{am idolatry :* go wout 'y 


Nuit neſeit—qualia demens 
 Eqyprus portenta colat 4 Gal adorat 
Pars bac: illa pavet ſaturam ferpentibus hin, 


4 


Oppida tota canem venerantur-— c 


Fier et 5 ne fas ler, ac frangere mar ſu. 
dane; * e 33 Fe in bortis 
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Birds, beaſts, ial flhes, 1 3 oni- 


ons were all adored 1155 beſotted 1 Egypt. 
: ' Now 
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Now . you think that this motley 
idolatry | Was the ſame as the Chriſtian 


Religion, their. difference, ike too 
frivolous to deſerye attention 
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Bur our Genius will Prove. it. 
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« . though ſo abſurd, ſhould» + 


te yet have borne fo great a reſemblance» 
to the Jewiſh, that antient writers 
« even of the greateſt 'genits were not 
66) td 10 obſerve any differente- e 
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* tion. Theſe wiſe heathens obſerving 
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i them. For it is very ternarkable, that 


% both Tacitus and Suetonius, when 


« they mention that decree of the Se- 
* nate under Tiberius, by which 
* the Egyptian and, Jewiſh Proſelytes 
<« were baniſhed from Rome, exprelly 
< treat theſe Religions as the ſame; 
© and it appears, that even the decree 
« itſelf was founded on that ſuppoſi- 


* ſomething in the general air, and ge- 
© nius, and ſpirit of the two Religions 


to be the ſame, eſteemed the dif- 


« ferences of their dogmas too frivo- 


"0 lows | to deſerve any's attention,” „ 
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Hz Fwy not mention. Hs Chriſtian 


Religion. 
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STERNE. 


Bur his argument proves, chat! it is 
the ſame as the Egyptian; for the wiſe 
heathens, to whoſe judgment he ap- 
peals, have repreſented the Chriſtian 
Religion, as the ſame with the Jew- 
n And can you conceive a groſſer 
: improbability than that all the banditti 
of Pagan Gods, with all their caprices, 
| luſts, and villanies, did, and do actu- 
ere ſomewhere exiſt? i 


'VOLTAIRE. 


1 CANNOT conceive a Sroſſer. 
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"Yes us « hear what Mr. Sceptic as. -». 


And have confoinded them together even 
in 2 decree of the learned Emperor Marcus 


e Vide Selden. | 
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25 Ir we examine without preju- 
dice the antient heathen mythology, 


as contained in the poets, we ſhall 
| not diſcover in it 2914 ſuch mon- 


ſtrous abſurdity as we may be apt 


at firſt to- apprehend. Where is 


the difficulty of conceiving, that 


the ſame powers or principles, 


whatever they were, which formed 
this viſible world, men and animals, 
produced alſo a ſpecies « of intelligent 


creatures of more refined ſubſtance 


and greater authority than the reſt 3 
That theſe creatures may be capri-. 


cious, revengeful, Paſſionate, . 


1 luptuous, is eaſily conceived ; nor is 


any circumſtance more * amongſt 


1 f At 
„ r ourſelves 


1 
ct ourſelves to engender ſuch vices 
ec than the licenſeof abſolute authority. 


And, in thort; the whole tnytholo- | 
« gical ſyſtem is ſo natural, that in 
* the of planets and 
re „ worlds, co Cc contained i in this univerſe, 
« it ſeems MORE, Tax PROBABLE, 
« that ſomeui here or other it is nn. 
=: carried into n 0 i 
2 e | 1 
Tuts is a large portion of f | | 
deed; and yet this e eee © 
delicate in his erced, that he coſe not! | 
bring himfaf to. believe one word of 2 | 
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ker certainty, and here the princi- 
ples: ark fed, Virtue: imad lig 
tus; but | 
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is to /wither- the nerves' of Virtue— 
Alas, youarefilent! 


reminded that Self- murder is _— 
th virtues you have recommer 
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-ÞBEt1eve it; for you 
cif tlie udge finll it ſuch. I will now 
tell you: Ih. "reaiGn to 
think will 
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Noi Hin; and aid t Fi be pen 
his life in the ſearch of truth, but al- 
- ways found error. Among the caverhs 
of yonder valley he is now condemned 
to ſuffer the puniſhment of perverted 
talents. He is ſtone blind, and is ſur- 
rounded by five or ſix hundred ghoſts 
of illiterate peaſants, to whom he fre- 

| quently harangues. He has been about 

ſeven earthly days examining a block 
of marble to find whether it was lead 
or gold. At laſt he thought he made 
the important diſcovery: He called the 
ruſtics around him, and produced his 
1 urguments with all his wonted learn- 
ung and ſbbtilly; and ftill inclining to 
the baſe ſide of the queſtion, 1 ſumming 
up all his proofs, he confidently af- 
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d that the block was lead. N Heard 
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Thi that burſt of * — and 
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jeer? His ene W e | 
him, and he now ſuffers from their con- 
tempt. Near to this glorious luminary 


will vou, Voltaire, for ſome time be 
placed. You will often drink of a cup 


filled from the River of! F orgetfalneſs; 


- Four, former biaſs of ſoul and all Four 
wit, will {till remain, your death, only 
will be forgotten. Thouſandso of the] Phi- 


loſophers, of antiquity, will daily attend 
you; their attention will pleaſe you, and 


your, humour as, wont will ri ridicule the 
follies of men; but, true to your f | 


mer; ſelf, though the abſurdities of Fo 
perſtiion awake, your, tire, it will 


inſtantly. transfer itſelf to the religion 


of Meſſiah, and blending i it with the 


0 mpery of j jarring. ſects, vo will 
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dreſs i s it out in the moſt ludicrous, even 


n 
— EE er IT PTE” 


v + 


N 
| 
1 


folly * hits: 8 But your * 
_ umph will not be long. Touched by 
an angel, your delirium will leave you, 
and Chriſtianity, different from your 
picture of her as eonſummate beauty 
from fouleſt deformity, will appear in 
| he _ munditiis of the New Feſ. 
nt. The contempt with which 
the == phers will treat your un- 
fürneſs will wound your ſoul with all 
the fever of ſhame ; and while thus 
the days of your life are repeated, +the 
preſence of Rouſſeau and his Gover- 
nante, the Journaliſts de Trevoux, the 
; Abbe Des Fontaines, and all you have 
| ridiculed onearth, will addſcorpion ſtin gs 
to your puniſhment by their witneſſing 

the detection of your miſrepreſenta- 
tions, and joining in the contempt they 


deſerve. The cup of Forgetfulnes | 


will - 
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every day of your manhood is repeated, 3 
and till every miſrepreſentation, and 

every impious and immoral ſentiment 
which 'y our Wor ks' contain, have re 
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coiled upon yourſelf by expoſing you 
to ridicule and ſhame ; and till, laſtly, |} 
your account of Pamour Socratigune  Þ 
come forth. Here Ridicule will with; |} 
draw her leering ſmiles; but Indigna- ; 2 
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tion will burn in every eye that be- | 
holds you, ö while ſculkin 8 fron region | I 4 
to region you will vainly endeavour to 
wipe out your ſtain. This, Voltairey ++ Þ 
ere the final day will be your Prepara- 2 
thy ee ow it be Laan: _ 
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i For: you, Rovſidau; a beam felis: on -; 
heaven ſtole! acroſs your ſoul at the 5 © 6 
hour of death : 44 at certaim e 1 


34 
2 x 
2 
1 * 
— IR 
Go i * ' = 424 25 
— Y * 3 2 „ 4 _ 4 
" o £ © +4 
d; I 7 7 
4 a 5 wth 
5 ö 2 i 
: + * 5 — 
= * a - 
» 5 1 * 


— * 


F 
N 


will you he" c come 2d to Wa 


earth. At the evening hoes an bagel * 


will take you to where the youthful 4 
and gay aſſemble in the Tavern: You | 
will there hear your works praiſed, 
and virtue on every tongue; but you 
will alſo ſee their hearts: There you 
will ſee the effects of your works 


a contempt of revelation, and a vague 


partial idea of virtue without any hold 
on the heart. As che wine inflames 


them, blaſphemy and a plaſtic God 


will furniſh. converſation. Revenge 
will darken the ſoul of one, Luſt will 


boil up in the breaſt of another, and 


a fretful gloomy impatience of diſap- 
pointment will brood over the ſelfiſh 
mind of a third ; till iſſuing out, the 
morning ſhall behold one plung ging 
his Fword i in the boſom of bis friend, 
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applying a piſtol to his ; way 2 — 
| ate of the tears of his friends, 
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or of the anguiſh he is bringing on his 


aged Father, Are HE Ub 
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crimes. And have not one 
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But IHE. Aid one x Who acte 
influence of 
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"gelpiled, "the nn paffiens are 
much too ſtrong for the vague and im- 

| 2 iN perfect impreſſions of virtue which the 
1 beſt human philoſophy leaves on the 
— heart. And if ſelf. murder, as you affirm, 
is in any caſe whatever allowable, what : 
is to hinder every individual to ima- 
de that his own petty diſguſt * * 
= amounts to the allowable caſe? For 
1 muſt be the only judge; : 


one's ownſelt 
N and to allow oneſelf to judge in ſo im- 
portant a caſe, a caſe where Paſſion fits 
. umpire, what is his but to open the 
| flood-gates of deſtruction upon man- 
kind! © Voltaire, 0 Rouſſeau, what | 
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„ 5 The eclebrated philoſopher Zeno thought 
the aching of his finger amounted. to the ws 
File ld and acpardingly "NP himſelf... 
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See night you n en ie polleſſod! 
But had your abilities chi exerted in 
enforcing the obligations of Virtue, and 
in uniting her to Piety, her genuine 
mother, from which vain Philoſophy 
would often ſet her aſtray, how ex- 
alted would your bliſs have been ! 5 
: While perhaps roving from Paradiſe to 
- | _ paradiſe, from ſtar to ſtar, with what 
 extacy would you have looked down 
on the planet earth, when warmed . 
by the thought that future angels were 
there ripening in every godlike endow- 
ment under the influence of your la- 
bours.— But enough ;—you have loſt 
this heaven, and one of you in parti- 
cular with very different 19 tay n 
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